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A / Y. good Friend, ſay not (as the manner is) what is it tome; 
when God fo ſtrily commands rhe Duty, Heb. 3. 13, Tim: 
and.commends the praQice of it, Rev.2.3, 6, and condemns the 


s © 


contraty.,ver. 14. 15. 16, For you may as Wells and as wiſely fay what 


is Chriſt to. me ? what is Heaven to me, or W al | 
I grant. Diſeretion tells. tne, har by, paruig of truth, I may become 
' J0us, enemy, and that a Friend without, trouble, is b 
wi Bur reitified reaſon, and Chriſtzan prudence doe ſuffictent]y 
| 53a is far better to loſe mens Aevoute, rien their ſouls; 
- And. that to diſcharge. my conſcience, from the burthen'of any one> 


yirhit, , 


form. me, 


. bload,,is no ſmall if Ye, Since he who connives 2t.the vices, of 
. his Friend 
diſcretion fi 
heart of piety : yea curſed be that P 
| being zealous for GodsGlory, an 
You count me. 
Friend to your ſelf. 


ie liberty of a m 


. 


. makes them his . ow 


le, is better then a Foc 


aticence, which hinders a afanfrom 


Mens Good, _ 


© 4 


I cannot be a Frien 


when' one lets his friend run on in abſurdities, for fear of diſpleaſipg 
| him ; for this is to k#ll him with kindneſſe and to loſe 
boſe 8 Friend,  _ 
ron Again, adm 


at is Salvation to me ? 


ke .. Nor doth! it befit a'Chriftieh, .thar 
ould thruſt out devotion, or that pollicy ſhould ear ,out the 


out Friend, ahd may juſtly claym it.. Rut if. I be « 
| af | { to your faults,: for they ate 
\yourgreateſt ſoes, and therefore muſt dc, or you cannot live. Whente 
In $cripture Language, not to admeniſh 
wink at a Friends vices, is to. foſter iniquity, and to becothe 2 pan- 
, dor to ques Friend, like hjm Ger. 38. 12, to 27. Beſides to deny friend- 
| fy, th 2 modeſt reproof, Ieaves nothing behind, to diltin= 
- guith it from flatrery, Yea even modeſty in Friendſhip js an 6dious vice.; 


70 hate, Levts. 1g. 17, Yeats 


4 foul rather than 


| mit others may be diſpenc'd withal in this caſe, yet not 12 
. Gince. of all ther providential accurrences, I haye reaſon to ay 4 e both; 
the time and party, that I was thus plainly dealt withal. For far lefle, 
theg this, (when time was) ſtopt me in the way to deſtrufffon, .and 
proved a m=ans to faye my ſou}; But to this may be added, the lively 
reſemblance, of my ſelf which I once ſaw in you 7 Your making choice 


; (331 ſuppoſed) of thoſe rrue Hebef at being once bad cat newer be "3 


i - : Waka 4 xs ha. 
Is : KR, 
of - 6 | 
* . b 
| 


for hitherto I have onely paved a way to my inten 


'is he that ſcoffs at huttleſs ations, whercin appears not only unbelief, 


7 A Spark to kindle Pjety. &c. = / 
Radyour offering to my view, thoſe lines of a rare. Author, which did 
not Tffitle pleaſure me; propound themſelves to me as a grear engage. || 
ment, | Befides, my love to and hopes of you formerly, were not grea... | # 
ter than is now my fear. And poflible it is, I may prove another Phorjon | 4 
unto you : whowhen a Friend of his would have caſt himſelf away ſuf. Þ'7 
tered him not ſaying, I was' made thy Friend to this purpoſe. 
But what need I to apollogize fora Prote#ion in this caſe : whenthe | b 
wiſe man tells me, that none bur & ſcorney (that is 4 foole) will upon | | 
this account hate: That 4 wiſe man will love the more. Prov. 9. 8,9. | $ 
As conſidering, that a ſeaſonable reproof, is the chief office of Friend. | g 
ſhip. That tharp reprehenſion is the healivg of the ſoul. And that loye] © 
Fo the ſoul is the very ſoul of louc, yea not to chide a Friend leaſt weaf-| F 
fend him, js as to ler him drown,rather than catch him by the ha, ad} ri 
hath nor experience ſuſficiently acquainted you ?' thar ſuch as will noe | dl 
tcll you of your faults, will be very ready to rell others of them, Where-| gt 
as 10. ſpeak of your faults to your face, of your vertuts behind your back," fs| w 
_th= proof of a Friend indeed, Whence Euripides exhorts men, to-get |. ar 
Tuch Friends, as would not ſpare to diſpleaſe them. Whience. $cjpio| th 
the elder, when his friends for ſo doing turncd his enemies, was able to| H 
ſay, I have given my enemies as great cauſe to Joye me as my fricnds.| pa 
And he that laves not ſuch a Friend, hates himfelf, Yea he, fas Sofoman| di 
that refuſetb inſtrufion is brutiſh. . Prov. 12. 1. and deftroycth hi; om 
foul, Prov. 15. 32. That little which Creſus learned of Solon, ſaved his 
life. And had Plate taken that fair warning hi wiſc gave him, it might] : 
have ſaved his ſou), which onceloft, cannot be redeemed with ten thon4 ha 
ſand worlds, no not with the enduring of ten thouſind thouſand yearstor-f de 
ments in Hell. But to keep you no longer in ſuſpejice or without dnors, wh 
ded matter,” Oratſ rel 
utmoſt but given you a preparative beſore hand,” as Phyſctians" doe fo | ric 
their Patients, that their Phyſck may work'the” betrer. ©. © © 7. 
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THE Apoſilc ſtiles all that have not faith,” uu#eaſonable and wicked am: 
men : and therefore prays to be deljvered from them. 2 The 3- " 
£ want of faith only proves a man unreaſonable” and wicked, What 


2. 


x pages Ah wickedncſſe;, buralſo Tgrordirce, Envy, Pride, and 
malice,Y ea, what are you then, that Mock and flout at good 8 holy Sey- 
vVICcs, at Religious Dutics ? which none but a Cain or an Iſhmael will 
doe. Nor could you be ſo irrational, or nidliciows: were you not” of 4 
reprobate judgment : as counting good cvil) and evil tb be good, bitter 
ſweet, and ſweet bittcr , As juſtiſying the wicked, and condemning the 
7#ſt, as the Prophet complains Ita.s, 20, 23, Nor does aiy thing hin- 
der, but ſuch a Cain would become anoth-r Doeg.; ſav that he wams 
Commiſſion from Authority, to execute his ſerpentine E:mity, 1 Sam, 
32, 18, Wer 


| A Spark tokindle Piety.. &c, OS: 
| ;;Were you 4 wiſe man (as you deenv your ſelf) you would judze of 
dhings, 6 tons indgerins 4s God in his word judges of them. Were you 
4 Chriſtian in dced; and notiin name only : you would make Chriff*s life 
your pattern, and big precepts your principles, and Rule ro walk by, and 


ie | bir moſt. But you doe the evil,and reje& the good, in every one of theſe. 

nl Our Seviours queſtion by way of tryal is, oat ſongular thing do ye? Mat. 

a. | $465 47» Luk -6. 27.1036, But you arc ſo remute from being fin- 
I- | gular, that you hate others for being ſo. Yea how do you hate an in- 
1c offenſive Neighbaur of yours, for _ better than you would have him, 
f. | For doing the things thar are good and pleafing to God, for endeayou. 
id | ring todoe good and be ſerviceable in his Generation, for being as in- 
ot 10us to ſaye ſouls as others are to damu them, though he under. 
| goes thereby a thouſand ſeoffs, ſcorns and reproaches from the blind 
is| world, now ſo miſerably declined, for performing the vow, which he 
et] and you alſo have long fince made to Chriſt ? Namely, that though o- 
io| thers reſolve to ſcrve-the God of this world, yer he will ſerve the' God of 


Es. pairthe common ruine, by a conſtancy in goodnefſe ; and all-in obe=- 
an dience,. and thankfulneſſe to God, and his Rgdeemer : who hath done 
v2 | 4nd faffered ſo much for him, with a total negle?, of ſecking great things 
tis] for- himſelf. +. | "_ | 
(is 

0 


.And.all this would you acknowledge, not only lawful but laudable, 
had you either of, the ſouls Eyes, refified Reaſon or Faith. As who can 
xj deny >. but when vice grows into faſhion, -fingularity is a virtue, Thar 
rs, when ſanRity is counted ſingularity, hapvy is he that goeth alone, aud 
at] reſolves to be an Example to others, And that it is much better ro goe 
fo | rae right way alone, then to err with Company, But this alone mg. 
* | you ſock bps fpicen, Prov. 29, 27.provokes you to hate him;to repute 8& 
| report him both a fool and a mad man. as Paw was reputed by Feſt yes 
edj andour Saviour by bis kinſfolks,Mar. 3. 21. Tohn;19.20. Ads 26; 24... 
roy 37. w | es SS OT, MIL (thi bo ew Lemron 
at F- bs HIS and the like is your verdi&, others more deep witted'in 
| wickednelle than your ſelf ſay, he gives them with a hook, Or as 
adj man pour 4p4yl of witer into @ pump, that they may receive whole ciſt— 
YE ernsforit. And that itis the rareſt cheat, the cunningeſt Trepzn thay 
ill eyerwas yet found out, And he hath got five hundred pounds by P> 
f af ving Books: And nopcrſwading' cither.of you to the contrary; ? 
teri [Bntto take of this deteſtable ſlander, for that it tends to-the diſho-. 
thc nour-of God, anddiſgrace of Religion: Let it be proved, that ever he; 
in-J atceprted of, or that any.aue were he never ſo.rich or grear, could faſten 
nts] upon him. the worth of 2 cup of wine, dire&ly or indireQiy by way of 
mf requital; Though guilded over with never ſo fair pretences, . for all 
\thathe bath given except to his grooms. loft: : That party ſhall hare 
TY | ts 3 ; free 


* 


ſquare 21l your a&ions. You would atleaſt love them beſt, that reſemble = 


T0 
fol Hezven, and ftand upright now the World declines, and endeavour to re- ' 


> Ho” es : my 
<1 ? 
- 


' A Fpark to kindle Piety. &c. | k 


free leave from the Donor, to' cut off both his' ears': though he hat 


been offered handfulls of money, by ſome who thought he conld'n 
be able our of his own means, to doe what he did. No he reſolved the 
"Contrary from- the tirſt hour, as being wiſe enough to foreſee, whay- ' 
Satan would ſuggeſt to his inftruments, and what they out of envy and. 
Enmity,; would-be ready to ſay and cenſure. But to paſle that and apply 
my ſeit ro you and your caſe, ' Could: you doc as'you doe = were you 
| v equally propit ious to vite, and wickedneſſe : as malicidus to grace and 
Bok not this your ſcoſfing, to you 4 ſure token of Perdition, but to him 
en evident ſizn of (aluation and that of God, as the Apoſtle plainly tells 
you, 'Phjl. 1. 28. Is notthis a ſuſhcient proof, that you bid defiance to 
the Goſpcl, aud that you take up Arms againſt chrif, and all than wor- 
ſhip him in == and in ſincerity. Revel. 12,7. 34 09 
- Youthink a mocka ſmall matter, But the Tudge of all the world,calls 
it by no berter a name than perſecution. The Sorpents vifſing ſufficiently f 
betrays his malice. Tſhmacl did but flout Tſazc, yer for that flout he is by 
the holy - Ghoſt branded for a perſecutot, and ſhall ly in flames of fire 
and brimſtone* everlaſtingly. Gal. 4. 21, to 31. Thoſe little Children 
z'Kings. 2, did but mock Eliſha, but tor that mock two and forty of them 
(though little children) were devoured of wilde Bears. ver. 3. 24, Cham- 
id but deride Noh, but that alone bzought his Fathers curſe uponhim,” 
21d Gods curſe upon that, which ep pens Curſe lies ſo: heavy __ 
Ehams Poſyerity the e/Ethiopians to this very Day, though almoſt four 
thouſand years fince, and they are ſo devoted to ſlavery : that Parents 
will ſell their own children to be Nlaves, to: ſuch as trade in Negrocs ; 
And yet the moſt dreadful part of the curſe,lies upon them in ſpirituals, 
there being few of Chams poſterity in Ns Ageof the world, that have * 
ever been taken into the Church. And why are-theſe Examples written > 
bur for our learning and warning. | EGE 
It is but frivolous to ſay; that you only uſe your tongue . for it is not 
ſo material with God what you doe, as what you would doe, and what you 
aefire to doe. Thevery purpoſe of Treaſon i; treaſon, though the, a& be 
hindered. Not the ourwaad afjon, bur'the inward intention is all in all 
with God: who meafures the work by the will, as' men” meaſure the 
will by the work, SECT, IV.” EF OI E1 
FF"HE N which makes the fin above meaſure finful, The root 'of 
all your ſpighr and Enmity is, chiefly and principally againſt God : 
and Chriſt, who is chief and head'of the womans - ſeed, '{poken of and 
promiſed Gen. 3. 15, And it is butan idle Miſpriſion, toſever the ſenſe 
of an injury, done to any of the Members from the head.” Tf you tread” 
but upon the foot, the head will preſently ſay why tread you upon me. 
Whence (rift though then in Heaver'(4ys, Seut Saul why perſecuteſt 
thou me, I am Tpſus whom thou perſecntggt. Aud this makes holy _ 
—— | TS” ou 
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| A Spark to kindleiPicty; 330 | $* 
ſay unto God, for thy ſake are we killed "all the day long, and counted as” 


ſheep for the ſlaughter; Pſal. 44. 22. SIPAT 

: anne on. —_ be: cheated with eafy pretences: bur he thar' 
looks at' the face: through the heart knows, that the foundation of all 
your hatred and Enmity is, your hatred and enmity to God and Chriſt. 


Even as when Saran flew Fobs ſons and ſervants ? his malice was againſt 


F0b,”Or as when Saul daricd a fear at Fonathgn, his ſpight was againft 


David. i '$am, 20,33. It contents the'dog'tp gnawthe ſtone, when he 
cannot come at thethrower, It was well pleaſing to $4, fince he could 
not catch David, that he might have the blood of Abimcleck, who uſed 
him ſofriendly, and relieved him in his great diltreiſe. 1 $4m, 21, Sq 
though-yau'cannor wreak your malice upon God, he being above your 
PE reach : 'yet that you may doe him all the miſchict you'can, 

ave at his Image. in whom his Spirit dwells. As the *P anther will fierce- 
ly aflault the pi#ure, anditare it with her claws and te- h for rhc'inve= 
terate and deadly hatred, he heareth to Man. | 


Wherefore bethink your ſelf in.time, and rake heed what you dos 2 


for this will one day coſt. you Dcarc, either in tears or 3orment. As know 
you not, or ought you not to know ? that the Godly ar: 9 God as ihe fug- 
nes upon his right hand. Fcr. 22. 24. Yea as the apple of 2is own cyc. Zach, 
z, 3. And that whatſoever wrongs, or contumelies are done' to them, 
he accounts as done to himſelf, 'and will accordingly avenge the ſame, 
as abundance of teſtimonies and examples ſhew, which here I may not 
afford to relate, take only a few. 

Chrift hath expreſſely rold you, that whoſoever. ſhall offend one of theſe 
title oncs that believe inthim, 'it were better for him that a milſione were 
hanged about hi neck, and that he were caſt into the Sea. Mar. 18. 6. And 
that he will deſtroy them for cuer,and root them out of the land of the living. 
P(.52.2.t0 8, That hc will confound ſuch as perſccute his childrey,and deſtroy 
them with 2 double deftru&ion. Fer. 17. 18. That he will rain upon them 
ſnares of fire aud brimſtono, with g_ tempeſts. Pſal. 11. 6. And 
after all oaſt them into a furnace” of fire, where ſhall be wailing and gne- 
ſhing of teeth for evermore; when the juſt whom they now deſpiſe, ſhall _ 
as the Sun in the Kingdome of their Father, ' Mat. 13. 42, 43. Oblerve 


well theſe ſcriptures and ponder them :* you that make it ſuch a ſmall , 


matter, to ſcoff and ſcorn at the good and goodnef{e. Yea beware 
(as you tender the everlaſting good of your foul) of ſqoſhing and ſcor... 
ning the Saints : for there cannot be a greater argument of a fowl ſou], 
given up to $434n the God of this world, 2. Tim. 2. 26. Eph. 2.2.2 Cor. 


| 4+4. And toprove you 4 Souldier bclonging to that great Red Dragon, 


that fighteth eg ainft Michacl, (that 5s Chriſt) and bj Angels (the Saints ) 
7 1: SBC! | [ | 


Rpvel. 12, 7. toly, T. Y. 
TOW before I goe any farther, let: your conſcience anſwer ts 
VN what'is paſt: Is not this you have heard: (hould I mention-no 
od more) 


ESP. 
ed =. 
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" more) enough tomake.you tremble an4 bluſh blood'? If the 


6 A. Spark to kindle Picty..: &c./ "NS 
Prince of 
Darkneſſe an1 god of thu world hath nt blinicd your mind, leſt the. Lizhs 
of the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, ſhwld ſhine unto you.. 2. Gor. 4.4, Yea 
is' not. this enough to make you deſpair, of eyer finding mercy at the 
T'>rens of grace; Y ca one would think this an unkindeſs toChrijt(whohath - 
beſtowed upon-you even millions of mzrcies ) next door to unpardonable. 
-Miod. wzll - what I ſay, for the moſt doe but trifle in their rea-. 
ding and-hearing, which is the onely cauſe, they doe_not ſamuch as. 
know who is their ſpiritual Father, Prince and: Maſter, nor whom they / 


crve, Gad or $4tan, Though there is no m2ane;! for every one ofusis | 
- either the: ſeed -of the ſerpent, or the ſecd of the woman. Gn. 3.45. thei 


Child of -God, or the chill of thc. Devil. Fahn 8. .43. 2 Cor. 13, 5. the 
Pouſe:of Chriſt, or the Adwltercſſe of the Devil, as 'N#riongcn ſpeaks. 
Qa that mn would ſo take notice of this truth;; as to examin2 by | 
works wade they arz, and wiom-they ſerve; (For bis [ervsnts we:areto. 
wm w2 yicl1 obedience, Rom. 6.16.) and not think thzy arc alt Chrz-. 
ftians: As ask th2 molt ignorant or wick2d you can converſe with, Are 
you 2 Chriſtin > O yes. Hoawlong have you been ſo? ever ſince I was 
barn, or fixce I wis baotized: 2 plain confeſſion that they know not 
watt a Chrijtiza mans. Norneed you any more thaa this, to prove that 
thzy are mzere Hcathens, or Formal Hypocrites. 63s 

Now this ſelf examinatioa; whether we b2 indeed th2 chiliren of 
G14, or childrea of thz Devil > (Did not meu. deſire to delude their 
owaſoal;) would be the oncly way, to mike all becom2 (yriſtians 2. 
wires now w2 are alm »ſt all, no better yea worſe than Heathens, that 
nzver h:ard of Cyrift, This would pluck dowa rhe, plumzs of millions, 
and mike ca{m confeſs that thzy have not hitherto 64/3 off their ſerpen ' 


tins nw ure, which they drew from. O!4 A1in. . And till then, they will - 


mever {e:ktopþe cna1g:d and. renewed in theirhearts, and minds: And 
until then they will never ſezk to partzke of the dluins N uturc, Tnis were 
rhe way tor men not to miſe of theiy en4, by miftahing their way ; as. ic, 
{wed with that Rich F oo! 7n the Goſpel, aud rhefive fooliſh Virgins. Nor . 
i5rner2 any, 010 text in the ſcriprures, of more concernment to be ſtu. 
died than tbat third of Geneſis, and fiftcenth. ' T will put En'nity beew2en 
txce andthe womin, aud betmcen thy (ccd and her Seed: that is, between 
Satan and Cbrijt, and between the wicked and the: godly, Waence ore. 
of the Fathers mail ficly calls it, the Key of the Bible. 1293 you 38.7 


: Tknow this doctrine thitwe are all by nature the devils children, | 


will not dowawith blind. Senfualiſtz : who love their fas berter:than 


their ſouls, though no1e thateruly fear God, or that know.any: thing [a -:. -|| 
vingly will inthe leaſt-quzſtion jt, Yea not 4 few wilh frot, 4n.luvhoje, cul : 
fun, ant ſwzll; ant be r241y totb:urit again waen they hear this . \amd 
ſay of m'2 as thoſe F2wo 4x; 22. did of. Paul, Amzy wit ſuc afelfouy. 
frd: the earth :' for it is na.mott tet be ſhroud lives wer. 22, Narys this! 

| | | | | at 
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A Spark to kindle Pjety. &c. 5 
ar all ſtrange, for to pretch the Goſpel as we ought ſays Luther + were ts 
ſtir np all the F uries.of Hell abont our cars, 'O that Miniſters did or durſt 
tell their people all that God commands them, even the whole comnſel of 
God: ſo would tiot men Ilcep fo ſecurely in their fins as they'doe. 

oþ ad 2 5 8 4 Md as 
UT for want of obſerving the ſpirituality of the word;- and ap- 
Bowins itto their own ſouls, becauſe they doe not hear Godr-word 
with honeſt and good hearts, that they may bring ſorth the fritirs "of it in 
their lives and pore = oor Therefore it comes to paſſe, that there 
areſo many even millfons of ſouls, that have enjoyed the Goſpel all their 
"lioes; and yet are as fenorant of the very firſt principles of C rſs Rce 
lizion, or any other ſaving truths as 4 very child in the womb, This is the 
cauſe thar there are ſuch multitudes of 1ngodly, and prayorleſſe Families 
among [f ms : who licunder « heavy and dreadful Curſe. Pſal. 79.6. And 
hence'*it is that Swearing, Cnrfing, ſlandering, drinking, drabbing, $4- 
-baath-breaking, Coutening and ifreutie, Cruclty and oppreſſion, pcr(e- 
cutinz the people of Gof,* Contempt of Religion and all goodneffe, fþil- 
ling of blood like water, detention of wages and workmens 'hire; incredible 
cruelty to ſcroants, Fight WI (utes, griping uſury, horrible and abomi- 
nable Prophancſſe and Dehtuchery, and the like doe ſo abound. in every 
corner 'of rhe Land, Even "a the Court to the Cottage, and from the 
higheſt-to the loweſt; which would make any good mans heart to bleed. 
| Yta L have ferivuſh-and fadly obſerved, ont of long and plentifull ex- 
 periency : that'the whole Uſe, I4nzuage and Religion of the Common 
ple, that have been1ll bred, eſpecially thoſe that by rhe cultome of fin 
'and* wicked Company are' blockehed into worſe than beaſts: "Ts 
nought elſe bur-either to blafpheme their Maker, preſerver and maintai- 
ner, who gives them their breath and lends-them their rongues'tho 
to a better end , Or to revile and ſcoff at the Saints, for whoſe ſakes ot1= 
© ly they ate now out of Hell. Or to backbite and ſlander thei maſters 
whom they live by,'anÞ that fer them on wark, And -what is' the fole 
cauſe of all > but mens-grofle and invincible, yea affeted ignorance; 
As the Prophet complains. Hoſca. 4.1, 2, STIGLEEE 
_ , Buy leſt this ſhould be held a digreſtion, will you know therreafons > 
Firſt of bj 2ing, and then of your miſjadging : for yet you do nor. In- 
deed an ingenuous Chriſtian, thar is, himſelf got our of Satans Vaſſalage; 
would without telling argue after this manner, (and ſo would you if you 
' had either grace or rectified reaſon, A!l heavenly hearts are charitable, 
* tor #4 be of the Communion of Saints, that Deſires not the” bleſſcdneſſe of 
others.” Or any whit thankful for his own (alvation, that looks not with 
' Charity and pity, _ the groſſe miſopinions and mi(priſions of hi; bre- 
 thren, He having found the word and alittle good counſel fo eafily 
to haye rufirer yr with him, as to ſtop him in his way ro Hell, and to 
"{teer him quite invo another courſe ;' douvteth not bur the like may = 
Fa | | g 
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good upon others and not a few; Whereas you not for want of Igno- 

 rance ſay, what a fooſe; what a mad nan is heto give away his means 
in Books, Books will not fill the belly. | ED 


' Then would you know the Reaſons of your miſjudging and ſpight > 


for you areas yet more unacquainted with your own heart than ano- | 
ther is that obſerves you, Yea as Foſeph knew hibrethren, but they knew. 


not him, Gen. 42. 8. ſoa Chriſtian knows a wordling by his words and 
aRions ; but 4 worldling knows not 4 Chriſtian, becauſe _ , 
| Firſt, A ſenſual worldliog looks uppn holy and Religious ſervices, with 
fleſhly cyes, and through Satans falle bectecles, and thereby judges good 
to be evil, and cvil to be good ; bitter ſweet, and ſweet 034 as be- 
fore I hinted. | EEE iz 
' Secondly, the Natural man perceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
becauſc be bath not the ſpirit to teach him, and for that ſpiritual obje&#s 
muſt have Firitual eyes to diſcern them, 1 Cor, 2.10, to 17. But man 
ſnncd away bj light, when he ſinned agai'ft his light : Tnſomuch that ever 
fince the , Fall, therc is 4 vail or curtain drawn over every Watural mans 
beart, . which # ncver removcd until he turn to the Lord. by repentance, at 
which time it is taken away, 2 Cor.3.14. tolg, as the (cales werefrom St, 
Pauls eyes ; when he was converted. Aﬀgs 9,18, . 

. Thirdly, the wi{dome of thc world # not only fooliſhneſſe with,but even 
Ennity againſt God, and all goodnefle. Yea not a few of the worlds 
wiſe men, are ſuch pitifull tools, that toy think they do God good ſcr- 


vicegn killing bi; beſt (crvants : Lu. 16,2.3.Nor would the Worldling be | 


ſo foolith if he were Jeſſe wiſe I(4.47:Thy wiſdome and thy knowledge haye 
| ed thee, or cauſed thee to rehbei ver, 10. Exgcpt ye be converted, 
and become as little children: ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdome of Hea- 
ven, ſays our Saviour. Mat. 18. 3. He that will be wiſc, It bim become 4 
fool that be may be wiſe, ſays the Apoſile, 1 Cor, 3.18. .. 

. Fourthly, when you flour at holinefle, it is not ſo much you as Satan 
#n and by you. It is his mind in your mouth, his heart in your lips : for 
he jr is that ſpeaks by you, and other your fellow coffers, | 45 once þc 
did by the Serpent when hc tempted Evc, 10 tempt ber hu(band, to eat the 
forbidden fruit. Gen, 3. I. &Cc. 


4 


' 22, Neither did Fudas know when be eaz the (op, that Satan entred into 
bim, and put, it into his hcart. to betray Chriſt. Tohn. 13. 2. Neither did 
Ananias and Sappbira once imagine, that Satan had filled their beayts and 
put that lie into their mouths, for which thcy were ſtrook dead. eAlts. 5.3. 
yet-the Holy oy plainly tells us that he did all theſe. And the like 
with David whcn he numbred the People, 1 Chron. 21. 1, And with Peter, 


when he tempred him to tempt his own Lord and Maſter. Mat., 16. 22.23. 
which occaſioned Ghriſt to anſwer hinr, Get thee behin1 we fergs 


I grant you know it not,as thoſe four hundred of Ababs Prophets tn whom 
#; evil Firit ſÞ4kc, did not know that Satan fake by them, 1 Kings.22. 
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Rt wn SECT. VII. : 
But would you know who is 4 wiſe man, and who a fool ;, and the great 
Difference that is between them > {f ſo, Wiſe Solomon tells you Prov, 22, 
A ww man ſays he foreſceth the. cvil 0 come, and preventetb it, (the 
fan and puniſhment, both here and hereafter ſays Bernard.) bus 
fools gd on and are careleſſe, ver. 3; until they come into Hell, and then 
when it is too late they will be wiſe enough to confeſs, and curſe their 
own want of fore wit, Then they will know and find, that thoſe whom 
the blind world turned up for trump viz. for wiſe men, will prove the | 
only fools, and the worlds reputed fools the wiſe men, He onely is wiſe 
that is wiſe for his own ſoul, And that is true knowledge which makes 
the knower bleſſed, As what ſays our Saviour 2 This 1 life eternal, to 
know thee the ouly truce God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent Fohn, 

I7. 3. Whence wiſe Solomon tells us, that the fear of the Lord is wi{dom, 
and to depart from evil is underſtanding, Prov. 9. 10, Whence Moſes 
ſayth, Kecp the Commandments of God and doc them: for this i your wi(- 
dom and underſt anding before God and Man. Deut, 4.6. A good under. 
ſtanding have albthey that keep his Commandments ſays holy David Pſal. 

111, 10, And our Saviour, He that will do my Fathers will, ſhall know 
the Dodrine whether it be of God or no: Tobn, 7. 17. Toa manthat i 
good in his fight, God gtveth army, nn wi(dom, Eccl, 2. 26. 5. Admij- 
rable iacouragements ! for men tv become godly, cenſciencious, prac 
tical Chriſtians. Burt ſee more prov. 1, 23. Pſal., 25. 14. Dani. 12. 10. 
Luk.8.10. Mat. 13.13. Whereas on the contrary, Let men be as wiſe as 
Acbitophel ; whoſe words were held as Oracles; and as learned as Fo(e- ' 
phus Scaliger, who was ſkilled in thirty languages : yet if he want fa, 
holineſſe, the lovc and fear of God, and the Spirit of God, to be his teach- 
er : he ſhall not be able really and by his own experience to know, the 
chief points and firlt principles of Chriſtian Religion ?. ſuch as ats 
Faith, Repentance, Rexeneration, the love of God, the preſence of his Spi- 
rit, the Remiſſion of ſins, the effuſion of Grace, the poſſeſſion of heavenly 
comforts ; not what thc peace of conſcience, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt is, 
nor what the Commiunion of Samts means : when every one of theſe, are 
eaſy and familiar to the meaneſt and ſiwpleſt Believer. Wicked. men 
(lays St. Paul) underftand not judgment, but they that ſeek the Lord un- 
derſtand all things: 1 Cor 2, 14,15,16. Prov. 28, 5. 

There are ſeveral degrees of knowledg, Sen(e and that is a meete 
Beaſts corrupt reaſon and that is a mecr mans, refified-reaſon or Divine 
knowledg and rhat is only the conſcientious Chriſtians. Aud as Senſe is 
uncapable of the rules of reaſon, ſo reaſon is no leſs uncapable of the 
things that are Dinine and ſupernatural, Ter. 10. 14.1 (vr. 2.14.15, 
I6. Eph, 5. 8. And us to Ceak is only proper to men, ſo to know 
favingly is only proper to Believers and good men. Tohn. 7, 17. L 


Tohn. 3. 22,and 2, 15. Tames 3. 17. And upon this account, Solomon, 


in all his Provcrbs by & fool means = Impenitcnt fanncr, and by a wiſe 
B man 
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20 A Spark to kindle Pjety, &c; 
man 4 godly man, And the Holy Ghoſt who beſt knows our frame, 
and can give moſt congruous names to Natures; the like throughour 


both Teitaments, that divine Di&ionary calling ſuch as Ahitophel and' 


Abſalom, and Balam, and Fonadab, and Fudas, and thoſe great Clarks 
the Scribes and Phariſecs, and Prages fools, Yea our $4viour calls the 
deepeſt of them fools and blind no leſs than eight times, inone (haprer 
Aat. 23. We call the ſimple fools, but God calls the crafty fools. 

I know there is no beating it into ſuch mens brains, though it is a 
truth as clear as the $yn ; Yea you will make Hebrew of all that hath 
been told you; and read the ſame backward. Neither doe any think 
better of themſelves than ſuch putrid idcrs, who in ſtead of gathering 
honcy, will ſuck poyſon ſrom each thing they light upon, And this is the 
caſe of a}moſt who not : though to themſelves unknown and ſo unno< 
ted, For no unbelieving or Tgnorant per ſon, can know or believe his own 
Jgnorancc or unbelief. Noris it any wonder they ſhould ſo-delude them- 

elves, For what the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks of the Church of Laodicea ; that 
the thought ber ſelf rich, and good, and wiſe, and to want nothing when in- 
deed ſhe was wretched,and mi(crable, and poor, and blind and naked Rev.z. 
I7. is the common caſe of all that have not paſt the Second Birth, 
SECT.. VIII. 

SoT have ſhewn you who are wiſe men,and who fools,and the worlds 
great miſtake therein. But will you know who are indeed Chviſtians and 
who not z; for herein is their miſtake no leſs than in the former. And it 


| Is as uſual for all, be they never ſo wicked, to think them(lelves good Chri- 


ſtians as wiſe men ;, when they are no more like Chriſtians : though called 
Jo, (as the Heathen Tmages are called Gods)than Michaels Image of Goats 
hair was like David : 1 Sam.” 19. 13.16. | 
He thats indeed a true {orafien, is an imitator of Chriſt, and an ob- 
1 pf of bz; precepts, It isthe Abſlra& of Religion ro imitate and obey 
im whom we proſeſs to worſhip and adore, When you begin to value 
our ſouls, and to Jay out your thoughts and endeavours about eternity, 
and how to be ſaved, you begin to be Chriſtians:- when you reſolve and 
endeayour, or at leaft defire to ſerve God in ſpirit, and according to 
Chriſts Goſpel : when to your power you live, and believe, and bcar and 
2nvocate, and hope, and fear, and love and worſhip God in ſuch a manner 
as bis word preſcribes ; meerly out of obcdicnec and thankfulncſs; becauſe 
God and Chriſt commands the ſame,that he may be glorified and others 
edified thereby : when you make Chriſt your greateſt joy, fin your gred- 
feſt (orrow, and gracc the prime obje & of your Deſires : when you are as 
con(cientious aloneand in private,where God only ſees youzas if your grea- 
teſt enemy or all the world did behold you : If you make conſcience of 
evil thoughts, =wm for your unprofitableneſſe 1nder the means of graces 
for the evil which clcaves to your beſt ad#rons. ard for fins of omyſſion : 
when, you think whatever you enjoy on this lice Hell, you are __ 
TR | __ 
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thy of it : when youl'more fcar the want of grace, than confide in what you 
:-have: whenyou defire to lcave every fin, and make conſcience of every 
<duty : then are you Chriſtians indeed. When you obſerve that golden 
. Rule of our $aviours,. Whatſocver ye would that men ſhould doe unto you, 
even ( do you unto them : when the Word and ſpirit hath wrought in you 
«an apparent change, both in your judgment trom error to truth, and 
in your will from evil to good, and in your affeQions from. loving evil 
and hating guod, to love good and hate evil ; in the whole man from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God : When you 
are truly ſenſible of the corruption of your nature, by reaſon of Origi- 
nal fin. Secondly, of your manifold breach of Gdlls righteous law by 42z- 
nal ſin. Thirdly, of the guilt and puniſhment due to you for them both : 
When you intirely -love the godly, - and that becanſe they are godly ; 
for the love, of grace in another, is.2 goed proof of the life of grace in 
our ſelyes: Whenyou can with griet of heart pity all thoſe that fit 
in darkneſſe, and in the ſhadow of Death, defiring and endeavouring their 
converſion, namely, thoſe who have only Cuſtom and Example of the 
blind throng, or ignorant and ſuperſtitious ſwarm the guiddy headed 
multitude, or Monſter with many heads, for their Copy to write after , 
the Fleſh for their Guide and Prompter-: and Satan the god of thy world, 
and Prince of Darkneſs for their Tutor and Governour : whereas you have 
the Spirit of God, and the eye of Faith, and the word of God that teach- 
eth you in all caſes what is to be ſaid, what to be done, what to be 
known, what to be believed; what to be obeyed and what not; which 
you may always have recourſe to for direQons : It being 4 Lamp to our 
feet,and 4 lizbt to 0:r paths: to turn and dirc& us in the way that we ſhould 
goe,. P(al. 119. 105, 130, Aﬀs. 26.18, 2 Cor. 10,4.5, WhenlI ſay 
you find theſe evidences in your ſelf, then are you Chriſtians to purpoſe 
and beyond all exceptions, Then may Fatan ard the malicious world 
diſturb you, but they ſhall never be able to deſtroy or hurt you; your 
head Chriſt being above, you can never be drowned. And ſo muck to ſhew 
who are wiſe men, Wha good (hriſtians according to Scripture account. 
which does infer, that the number of either compared with thoſe thar 
are neither,are very few; though of all other truths in the Bible, this is 
the leaſt believed. For there is not a8 Impenitent finner alive, that does or 
can helicuethc paucity and fewne(s of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, Though there 
are reſtimonies innymerable,that in as plain words as can be expreſt,doe 
declare jt, that we may the more narrowly look into our ſelyes, and 
ſearch our own hearts. . As what can be more demonſftratively ſpoken 
than that of aur Saviour Mat. 7. Streight is the gaze, and narrow i the'way 
that leadeth unto life, - and few there be that find it &'c. ver. 13,14, Or 
that of St. Tobn. The whole world licth m — 1 Fohn. 5, 19. 
Aud again, Thoſe whom Satan ſhall deceive are as the ſand on the Fea-ſhore 
Rev, 22, 8, with many the like dreadfull prediQtions, too many to be 
| B 3 repeated; 
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repeated, Yet let any: unregenerate 
any more believe theſe ſcriptures, than Hazalt believed the Prophet, 
when he foretold him of the wickedneſs he ſhould ere long commit, 2 
King. $8. 12,13. Or admit he ſhould ſay he did believe them, yet his 
life and praice proves the contrary, 

The Lord tells Fonas, Chap. 4.11. (ſeeing he had no compaſſion to- 
wards the precious and immortal ſouls of his brethren) that there were 


more than ſrx (core thouſand in Ninevy ; that for matter of Religion, could 


not di(cern between their right hand and thcir left. O that there were not 

a thouſand thouſand in our Goſhen, where is ſo much means of light 8 

grace as ignorant asWhey: for matter of ſpiritual, cxperimental and ma 

wing knowledg, And therefore who that hath any chriſtian blood in his 

veins? can with dry eyes behold {o many blend (ouls as there are, goe bcad- 
tong-to Hell : while they think them(ebucs in the way to Heawep. | 

| | SECT. IX. | 
OR doe they deſire to come out of their blindneſs : For albeit 
N Rknowledg 4 (o fair a virgin, that every clear eic 4 m love with her, 


« pearl defpiſed of none but (winc : yet few care for knowledge, fewer for 


drvine knowledge, feweſt to know Gods will that they may doe it. And they 
that will not obey,God thinks unworthy to know. Beſides it is as meer loit 
Jabour, to tell them of their folly ro admonih and forwarn them of 
their danger; until they be humbled with the ſight of thejr wants : as 
- It were to offer light to a blind man, to ſpeak to a deaf man, or to [ahour 
zo make 2 brute beaſt wi(c, as Cyprian ſpeaks, To a brutith ſenſualilt, all 
Jpiritual and eternal things ſeem incredible, becauſe they are invifiible, 
Nothing will fink into his head, that he cannot ſee with his eies, or feel 
with his fingers. O that God would maake this an awakening _ to 
Tinners ! that are as yet aſleep in their luſts, withourt-the leaſt fear of 
Death, or dread of Damnation: That have been (coffers all their lives, 
and (0, (if God miraculouſly prevent not) will die. As we read of that 
Impenitent Thief, how he dicd with 4 ſeoff in hi; mouth, and that again 
Chriſt —_ Luke. 23. 39. O that thon O Heavenly Father, would 
deft open their hearts that ſhall read theſe lines, as thou diddeſt the 
Heart of Lydia, Ads, 16, T4. And the eics of their ſouls, as thou dil- 
eſt Sauls Ae. 9. 18. And give them the ſpirit of wiſdome and revela- 
tion. Ep/.1, 17, 1 Cor. 2, 10, that they may'ſo mind what is ſpo-- 
ken, and ſo praiſe what is preſcribed : rhat God in Chriſt may be pa- 
cified, their fins by free grace pardoned, and their ſouls eternally ſaved, 
For otherwiſe there is no waſhing of theſe blackamores white, no charming 
theſe deaf Adders. Tr faring with them, as it did with thoſe Tews,  Foh. 
Ss. who couldface down our Saviour, and boaſt that they were the chi/- 
dren of Abraham, and that God was their Father : when he who knew 
their Hearts betrer than themſelves,told them that they were the Devils 
children. ver. 4. 8, Or as it did with thoſe Rev. 2.9, Who ſaid they were 
| | | Fews, 
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| he isnot a (briftian, though if we may conjecture _—_— to what 
0 


| by your Fight : And the Devil alſo over ſhot, in bis own bow. It there 


j| 4nd good, I anſwer, let them follow theſe few DireQtions, which I 


| of our dim underſtandings, and make the ſame burn clearer.) bur it 
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Ghoſt there witneſleth 
And this is the common caſe of all, not only ſuch as are meerly Gi- 
vil, but of the moſt prophane and debauched inthe Nation. No,there 
is not a man of them, but he will take it in fowl ſcorn to be told, that 


we find in both Teftaments, there is (carce one of an hundred, whoſc know- 
ledge belief ad life, is in any degrec an(werable zo ue Goſpe!, or the Title 
that they bare, | | 
Now this their opinion of being wiſe and good cnough,s the ſole and only 
cau(e of their being neither good nor wiſe, For what we preſume to have 
attained to, we ſeek not after, Beſides moſt juſt ir is with God, that 
they who want grace ſhould want wiſdome alſo. Thcy may be good and 
will not therefore ſays God, though they would be wiſe they ſhall not. wiF. 
ſoul wiſe, _ S$RCT. X. 
Only if there are any, (For now I ſpeak not to you alone, becauſe E 
intend it for the publick, whereby thouſands may poſſibly be made gainers 


be any I ſay that upon hearing this, ſhall own jt to have beentheir own 
caſes, and ſhall ask how they may attain to this double portion of wiſe 


mult be very brief in, that this piecc may be given to the more eyen to 
thouſands : for men in this caſe, are like babes that muſt not only have F 

thcir meat prepared, but alſo put into their mouths. For ſtarve they will, 
rather than ſtir a foot towards feeding themſelves. If when they have 
read theſe direCtions, they deſire further information; Or if they would 
be undeceived, and have their hearts diſcovered to their conſciences, 
(For, As in the Creation of the world, the firſt thing that God made was 
| light, Gen. 1. 3. So when he makes us new ereatures, he firſt creates 
light in the underſtanding : whereby the poor ſoul may ſee his ſpirituall 
miſery and wretchedneſs. For the work of Regeneration always begins 
at illumination.) let them read that incomparable piece of praQicall 
Divinity, Intituled 4 Goſpel Glas, for Engliſh profeſſors. In the mean 
time obſerve, that every man is born ſtark dead in fin, Eph. 2. 1. Rom 
F.12.to 21, 1Cor. 15. 21,22, But the Word preached (being the voice 
of Chriſt, and the mighty power of God to (aluation to cuery one that be- 
lieveth it. Rom, 1.16. Heb. 4.12.) Is firit and lifc to quicken thoſe 
that are dead in ſin, and to raiſe up them that are therewith caſt down, Ob- 
ſerve alſo,that true wiſdom is no way attainable eitherby education,lear- 
ning ob(ervation or expcyicnce, (though theſe may be as oy]to the lamp 


P 


muſt be given us from above. Fam. 3. 17. Eph. 1,17,18. and 3. 19. 


And the Holy Ghoſt muſt become out teacher Dent. 29. 2, 3,4. Pſalms 
III, 10, Toh, 15, i5. Rom.'8, 14,15: Then take notice, That The 
| | Fear 


) 
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Fear of God is the beginning of wiſdome. Prov. 1. 7. That the word 


-of God only makes wi(c to (aludtion 2 Tim. 3.15. That thc way to know 
' Gods will, + to do, it. And laſtly that to doe it, is the beſt and eaficſt 
proof that we are wiſe. Briefly, wouid you attain to that happy condition? 
'obſerve theſe nine Rules. | 
I. Firſt fear God, Prov. I. 7. 23. Tohn: 7. 19 Pſal. 25. 9.14. 
Secondly , Be bumble, Fam. 4. 6. 1.Pet. 5.5. Iſa, 28, 9. 
Thirdly, in your Calling and in all you dqe 4im as well at Gods Glory, 
«nd your Neighbours good : as atyour own benefit. 1, Cor 10.31. 
 Fourthly, conſider you have 4 precious and immortal (out, that muſt 
live everlaſtingly in bliſs or woe. nets 
Fifthly, Letve Satins vaſſalage and the broad way that leads to deſtruit- 
zon. Mat. 7.13, 14. : TN 
— Sixthly, Ler Chriſt be your only Lord, whoſe very ſervice 3s perfett 
freedome. Tohn. 8.32 36. and his wagcs an ctcrnal Kingdome of Glory. 
Mt. 5. 3, T0. bt 
' Seventhly, give not way to imaginary, ſpeculative heart fins, mur- 
ther in the hcart,uncleaneſs in the eye,and thoughts ou way to will 
come to aCtual murther, and bodily nncleannefle at lait, Keep Satan at 
a diſtarice, if he get but inhe will be too hard for you. 
Eighthly, Hearken now unto Chriſt, as you would have Chriſt ano- 
therday hearken unto you : And doe the ſame now, that at your laſt 
hourr' you will with you had done. Not putting ſo weighty a buſinetle as 
your/ſahvation or damnation, upon 4 hazard. | 


Niathly, and laſtly, forg2t not that there needs no more to con- | 


- denn us, then what we brought into the world with us. "Rom, 5. 12. 
Or tlien ye have not given, ye have not vizited, Mat. 25.41. to 45. 
pe nh SECT. XI, Fs WS th 


"Now to wind up in a word, I have ſhewn the Scoffer his caſe, where- | 


in he may clearly ſee, that ther2 is but :wo ways for him either Repent 
or per : let him chuſe which of them he likes beſt, Only let him think 
withall, what an account. he ſhall one day give of what he- hath now 
heard. For if this warning prevail not, it is much to be feared that the 
; next will be that of the Son of Man. Mat. 25. 41. Depart from me ye cnr- 
(ed, into everlaſting fire ec. Though I hope better "_ of you. And 
then in cafe the Spirit of God, ſhall ſet what you have heard home to 
your heart, and work in you any good motions and reſplutions, to ob- 
ſerve and doe, as is here dire&ed : ſet upon the work preſently, while 
the gatc of mercy ſtands open, and beforc #hc Draw-bridg be taken up, Yea 
doe it while tee yerning bowels, the bleeding wounds, the compaſito- 


nate arms of Fe(us Chriſt lie 5pen to rtceive you, While you have health, | 


and life, and means, and time. to repent and make your peace with 

God. As you tender I ſay the everlaſting hapinefle, and welfare of your 

almoſt lo!t, and drowy:d ſoul, As you expe or hope for Glory at "a 
a 


it 


St 


' tt you. 


| A Spark to kindle Piety. &c Is 
laſt, As you would eſcape the direful wrath of God, the never dying 
ſting and worm of conſcience, the tormenting & ſoul-ſcorching flames, 


of Hell, and everlaſting ſeparation from Gods blisfu}l preſence 5 Ab- 


| jure and utterly renounce all wilful and affeRed evil; And in the firſt 
place, this daring audacious and deſperate abomination of (cofing at grace 


and holinecſſc. And then blefled and happy areye: which is my prayer 


and hope, an thould be my Foy, Neither will it ever repent you when . 


you come in Hcaven, that y ou were ſtopt in your way to Hcll. 


Yea methinks it ſhould ar preſent make you admire to aſtoniſhment. 


the free grace of God ! that he hath hirherto ſpared you, and given you- 
this warning 3 and that you have yet the free offer of grace here, and 
evcriaſling glory in Heaven, 1 Cor. 2.9. Itis only the meer and ne= 
ver enough to be admired mercy of God, that he hath not long before 
this bereaved:your body of a ſoul, your ſoul of underſtanding, your un=- 


 derftanding of. all poſſibility of comfort, That you have ſpace to re- 


pent, a tongue and time to call upen God for mercy; is a bleſling and 


. far more than he owes you, It is the Lords mercy, that you were not 


hurlcd out of the womb, or caſt out of your cradle into Hcll, for your native 
lthineſſe. Nor can there be any other reaſon given of his -mercy,, 
ut his mercy and O the depth! Wherefore with all poſlible joy & __ 
fulneſs, ſtudy and beſtir your ſelf ; that you may become as 4&ive to 
ſerve Chriſt, as evcr you have been 10 ſcrue ſin and Satan. The race is ſhort 
you are to run, but the prize 7s great for which you run, Alwaieg' pro- 


' vided and conſidered, that it be given you from above, whether to do 


or ſuffer : For when the wind ceaſes to fill the ſails,the veſſel ceaſes to plow 
the $cas, Therefore by way of Caution know, that repcntance though. 
it be mans et, yet it is Gods gift ; wherefore beg of God that he will 


give you grace and an heart: But withal let it not leflen your endea- 


vour, For though wc have loſt our ability in obcying, yct God hath nox loſt 
hi authority in commanding.Mans fault cannot prejudice Gods right, We 
mult obcy what God commanded by Moſes: and what we cannot per= 
form, is ſupplied to us by our belief in Fcſus. God looks not for whar 
he gives not: yet if the life of Chriſt bc not our pattern, the Death of 
Chriſt will not bc our pardon. | | 


Pour out thy fury upon them that knew thee not ,and upon the familics that” 
call not on thy name, Jer.1o. 25. 
The Lord is nigh and rich unto all that call gon bim in truth, Pſal 145. 
13, Rom, 1o. 12, : 
| What|oever ye ſhall ash the Father in my Name, be 
Joh, I6, 23, Mat. 21, 22. | 
Evcning and Morning, and at Noon will I pray, Pal. 55. 17, 


eving, bc will give 


Such as think theſe prayers too long: may taſle over the differing lettre. 
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APRAYER for the Morning. 
'-O Lord prepare our hearts to pray. T5 
Moſt glorious LORD GOD,andin JESUS CHRIST 


| our moſt merciful and loving Father;zin whom we live; and move, |: 
and have onr being ; inthe multitude of thy mercies we deſire to ap- 


proach unto thee, from whom all good things do proceed ; who know-- 
eſt our neceſſities before we ask, and our ignorance in asking, It. is true, 
O Lord, if we ſhould conſider oncly our own unworthinefſs, and how 
we have heretofore abuſed thy goodnefle and long-ſuffering toward us; 
we might rather deſpair with Fudgs, and like Adam run from thee, then 
dare to approach thy glorious preſence, For we confeſs, O Lurd, to the 
ſhame and covfuſion of our own faces, that thou haſt of thy goodnefle, 
beſtowed ſo many and ſo great mercics upon us ; that they fre beyond 
thought or imagination : And like favours require like gratitude : But 
we fall ſo ſhort in our Due thankfulneſs and obedience to thee,rhat our 


whole converſation hath been to ſeroe $atan,and fulfill the laſts of the fleſh. 
Thy bounty and goodnefle ſhould provoke us, in all our thoughts ſpee- | 


ches and a&ions to aim at thy glory,and the good of onr neighbour:But 
we bave u(ed all our wiſdom, to commit the faoliſpneſſe of ſin. Yea we 
doe daily and hourely break allthy commandments. and that againſt 
the many warnings, . and the abundance of means afforded by thee to 
reclaim us, againlt the ſpirit of grace continually — the doors 
of our hearts, with infinite checks and holy motions: Our ears have 
been alwaies open to thejTempter, ſhut unto thee ; we have abuſed 
our cies to wantonefle,our mouths to filthinefle, and our feet have been 
ſwift to all evill, flow to ought that is good, Faye 7 
- And as we have com a one fin on the neck of another,ſo we haye 


multiplyed,8 many times repeated them byfa}ling often into the ſame | 


wickedneſſe, whereby our fins are become for number, as the ſands of 
the S6a, and as the Stars of Heaven, And whereas thou haſt of thy 
great goodnefle and long ſuffering ſpared us to this hour, to try if we 
would turn unto thee by repentance, as obr firlt-Parents, and we have 
turned from thee by fin : we have been ſo far from ſo doing, or from 


joving and ſerving thec, that we have hated thoſe that doe it z and that 
for their ſo doing. And ſo far have we been from performing that vow 
which we made to Chriſt in our baptiſm,when we took his prefle-mon 

to be his Souldiers; and ſerve him in the field of this world, againit his 
and our enemies ; that - we have renounced our vow made to him, and 
fled from his ſtandard ; yea, fought for Satan and the World, ſeeking 
to win all we could;from Chriſt, by tempting to ſtn, and by perſecuting 


ſuch as were better than our ſelves ; ſo that all our recompence cy | 


Jove unto us, hath been to do that which thou hateſt, and to hate thofe 
whom thou loveſt. Yea, we caunot deny but we have perſecuted thee 
with Paul, denied thee with Peter, betrayed thee with Fudas, and oo 
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eliglthee win ln oe PO A En ns OO a 
\ Now Lord it. being thus with us, how can we expe that thoy ſhoul. 

deſthear our.prayers, and grant our requeſts * Yea how can we logk 


for other at thine hands than great and grove, yea than double dam. 


nation as moſt juſtly we have deſerved, , Yet moſt merciful Father, 
being thar thou haſt giyen thy Son, and thy Son himſelf for the ray- 
ſome of ſo many. ag jhall truly repent,and unfeignedly believe in. hint, 
who hath for our ſakes fulfilled all righteouſueſſe; yea, ſuffered on the 
Croſſe, and there made. full ſatisfa&ion for the fins of all thine E- 
le&. And ſeeing thou haſt appointed Prayer, as one ſpecial means for 
the obtaining of thy. grace, unto which thqu- haſt annexed this com- 
fqrtable promiſe, x 4. where two or three be gathered together in thy 
== thou wilt be in the midſt of them, and grant their requeſts z 
and fince our Redeemer hath aſſured us, .that whatſoever we ſhall as 
thee in his name, thou wilt give it us: Ue are emboldened to ſue unto 
thee. our God for grace, that we may be able to repent and þelieve, , 
Wherefore for thy promiſe ſake, for thy Sons ſake, and for thy 
pou Names ſake, we beſeech thee ſend down thy holy Spirit into Fg 
ouls, regenerate our hearts, change and purihe our natures, ſubdue 
our reaſon, reQitie our judgments, ſtrengthen oux wills, renew ou? 
afteions, pur a ſtop ro our imadding and ſtraying fancies, beat down 
10, us. whatſoever {gnds.in oppoſition to the Scepter of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and enable us in fome meaſure, both to withſtand that which is evil, 
and perform that which is good and pleaſing iy' thy fight, And becauſe 
eyery day which does not Shate.of our reckoning, wull increaſe it ; and 
that by procraſtinating, we ſhall but heap unto our ſelves wrath againſt 
the day of wrdth : Good Lord, ſuffer us not, we beſeech thee, xo de- 
fer our, repentance, leſt the cuſtom of evil makes it altogether unalte. 


' rabſe in us : orleſt we die before we begin to live.: or leſt thou refuſeik 


to | gay us another day, cal}ing upon thee for mercy : becauſe we re- 
fuſe to hear thee now, calling, to us for repentance, Yea give usre- 
pentance never to be repented of, and poſſeſſe out ſouls with ſuch a 
dreadfull awe of thy Majeſly, that we rhay fear as well ro commit 
ſmall fins as great ones, conſidering that the leaſt fig is mortal] without 
our repentance, and thy mercy: as well to fear fin in ſecret as openly, 
fince there is nothing hid trom thee : as well condemn our ſelves for 
evil thoughts as evil deeds, conſidering that the Law is ſpiritual, bin= 
ding the heart no lefle than the hands ; as well abſtain from the occaſi- 
ons of fin, as fin it ſelf; and conſider that it is not enough, to abſtain 
from gvil, unleſs we hate it alſp, and do the contrary good, 

And now O Lord, ſince thou haſt ſafely brought us to the beginning of 
this day, w- beſcech rhee to defend, an dire& us in the ſame : 2b as 


' thou haſt bleſt vs in our lying down, and in our riſing up, ſo-prote& 


and proſper us in our going ferth, and in our coming home : ſhield and 
| C deliver 
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deliver us from the ſnares of the Hunter, who lieth in wait for our fouls; 


\ and is continually Jabouring our everlaſting deſtru&ion.” And no lefſe 
arm us againſt the allurements -of the world, wherein we ſhall''meer 

' with many provocations, and temptations : and that we inay not lead, 

* our ſelves, nor be led into temptation ; give us wiſdome to beware of 


men, cven of affociating our ſelves with the vicious, like Foſcph : leſt 
otherwiſe with David, we be drawn to diſſemble : or with Pcter, to de- 
ny thee : for fin is of a catching and infe&ious quality : and our cor- 
rupt hearts are'like tinder,which will kindle with the leaſt ſpark : eſpe- 
cially O Lord, keep us from yielding to their ſolicitations, or followin 
their cuſtoms, of drinking, ſwearing, flandering, and making the wort 
conſtruction of things : of mocking, and ooing at religion, or the 


- religious : jet not cuſtom and example any whit prevail with us, with- 


# 


out, or againſt thy written Word ; leſt we miſſe of the narrow way, 
which alone leadeth unto Jife : onely give us wiſdome, and grace, to 
look upon thy Sons whole life : and ſee how he would ſpeak, and do, 
before we ſpeak or do any thing, and then having thy word for our” 


warrant, and thy glory for our aim ; let no cenſures, nor flouts of any 


diſcourage us, | 
Give us gracc, to account all things in this world even as droſſe, and dung, 


that we may win ((hriſt Feſus ; and Heaven and happineſs by means of 
him. Gioc us ſingle hearts, and ffirits without guile, that we may love 
goodneſſe for it {elf, and more ſeek the power of godlincſſe, than the ſhew of 
it ; and love the godly for thy ſake : and becauſe they are godly. Grant 
that in the wholc cour(c of our lives ,we may do unto 4ll others, as we would 
that they ſhould do unto us: confidering that whether we do good or evil,unto 
any one of thy members, thou takeſt it a5 done unto thy ſelf. Diſcover unto us 


all our own ſins, that we may not be fo forward to cenſure others, as we have . 


heen heretofore, Give us patience to bear thy Fatherly I, 

which through thy grace [an&ifying them t0'us, become both Medicines to 

curc us, and Antidotes to preſerve us from the fickneſs of fun 1 oy pm, 5 

that all thc afflitions of this liſe, are not worthy theſc joys which ſhall be 

revcaled unto us. | 

Theſe and all things elſe which thou kuoweſt we ſtand in need of, we 

humbly crave at thy mercifull hands, aud that for the alone worthi- 

ncfle, and ſatisfa&ion of thy Son ; and the honour of our onely Redeec- 

mer, and Advocate Jeſus Chriſt : to whom with thee. O Father, and 

thy bleſſed Spirir, be given as is moſt due. all praife, glory, and domie 
nion, the reſtque of this day, and for evermore. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Evening, which would be fcrformed before 
Supper, and nos when we are more pronc #0 ſleep, 
than to pray. | 

Eternal, Almighty, and incumprehenible Lord God ; who art 

( oor and terri ie, of moſt glorious Majeſt;, and intnit2 purity : 

Creator, 
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Creator,, and Preſerver af.all things, and Gyider, and Governour 
of them being created, Wethy poor crcaturcs acknowledge and confe(s 
uns thee, wha, know the ſecrets and deforcs of. all hearts ; that as;we 
hroughr:a world'of fan into the World with us, and deſerved to die ſo 
ſoon as we began to live:z ſo ever finee that rhou haſt ſpared us, we have 
done xl: as ani 7 fs unto ſfin,as thou haſt added mercy to mercy: - 
For we have been no lefle rebelliqus unro thee, than thou haſt been be- 
nificial unto us. it, hath, been. the cauxſe of our whole life, to leave 
that which thou commangeſt, and to dathat which thou forbiddeſt, 
We arethe curſed: (eed of rebellious Pareuts, we were conceived in fon; 
and born the children of wrath, © And whereas thou mighteſt bave executed 
thy fierce diſpleaſure upon us; ſo (001.95 thou gaveſt us being ;, and (0 pre- 
vented: ouy. farther diſhonouring thce { we have.in flcad of humbling our 
ſetves _ thee our God, and (ceking reconciliation with thy Majeſtie : 


done nothing from our infancy, but added fin unto fin, in breaking every one 


of thine holy Laws, which thou baſt given as as rules and dirc#ions to walk 


. by, and 0 keep ws from fnning- ... Tea, there is not one of thy. righteous pre- 
ro 


cepts, which wc .baye uot 
.expre(s. | ST 
., Yea, asif we had eontraQed with the Divel, that we would abuſe all 
thy gifts ſo faſt as they come : thy bleſlings make us proud, thy riches 
covetous, thy peace wanton, thy meats iatemperate, thymercy ſecure 
and all thy benefits ſerve us but as weapons to rebell againſt thee, We 
have .prophaned thy days, contemned thy ordinances, reſiſted thy 
Word, grieved thy Spitit, miſuſed thy 'Meflengers, hated our Repro- 
vers, flandered and perſecuted thy people, ſeduced our friends, given 
ill example to our Neighbours, opened. the mouths of thine and. our 


ken, more times, and ways, then we can 


. adverſarizs, to blaſpheme. that glorious Name after which we are 


named, and the truth we .profeſs : whereas meaner mercizs, and. far 
weaker means, have provoked orhers no lefle to honour thee, and 'the 
Goſpel ; .who may juſtly riſc up in judgment againſt us. off 

We arebound to praiſe thee ahove any 'N ation what(acvcr : for what Na- 
tion unJer Heaven enjoys ſo much light, or ſo many bleſſings as we ?. above 
any Creat.irc, for all the $ oaeures were ordaincd for our ſakes ;, and yet 
Heaven, Earih, and Sea, all the Elements, all thy Creatures obey thy Word, 
and ſerve thee as they did as firſt: yea, call upon us to ſerve thee ; oncly 
men for whom they were dll made, ingratefully rebell againſt thee. Tet, mi- 
ſerable wretches that we are, if we could give thee ovr bodies and ſouls, they 
ſhoald: be ſaved by it ; but thou wert never the richer for them. Why 
(houldeſt thou give us thy Son ſor 4 ranſome, thy holy Spirit for 4 pledge, 


' #by Word for a guide, thy Angels for our guard ; and reſerve a Kingdom 


for 0ur perpetual inheritance 2 Why ſhouldeſt thou beſtow health wealth, ve 
liberty, limbs, ſenſes, food, raiment, friends, and thc means of (aluation 
upon us, more than upon others, on tbou baſk denied theſe things unzo ? 


id 


20 | A Spark to kindle Pity,” &c, © | 
We can give no reaſon for itbus that thougrt mercifid; nd if thou ſhout* 
deft draw all back again, we bad nothing to (ay. but that'thou' wert juſt : 

'Thoudiit form us righteous and holy,had not we deform'd our ſelves; 


whereas now like Satan, we can do ngthing elſe but fin, and make others .|. 


fin too, who would not ſo fin,but for us: for we have'an army of anclean 
defires; that —_— fight againſt our ſouls ; whereby we are conti- 
nually tempted,drawn away, & enticed through eur own concipiſcence., 
Yea, thou knowef}, 'that the heart of man js deceitful above all things , 
and that the imaginations thereof, are only, and contintally evil. Otrhe 
infinitely intricate windingrand tutnings of the dark Labyrinth of mans 


_ heart! who finds not in himſelf an indiſpofition to all good, and an in- 
clinatjon toall evil d we*are ſwift to all evil; but to all good immoye- 


able: when we do evil, we do'it chearfully, and quickly, and eaſily; but, 
if we doany good, we doit faintly, and rawly, and flackly., -* 

- All which whenave rightly confider: makes us even Ffecchleſſe like him 
7n the Goſpel :: as neither expeAting mercy, nor daring to ask it, yet when 


we think upon thy $on, and the rich promiſes of the Goſpe],'our'fear / 


is in ſome meafure turned into joy : while we: confider that his righte= 
ouſneſle for us, is more than our wickednefſe againſt our ſelves - onely 
give us faith we beſcech thee; and fetrle it in thy beloved, that we may 
draw virtue from his death and reſurreQion, whereby we may be ena- 
bled to die unto fin, and live unto righteouſneſle ; and it fufficerh for 
all our injquities, neceſſities, and f{nfirmities, th 

- Wherefore of thy goodneſle, and for thy great Names ſake, we be- 
ſeech thee take away our ſtony bears, il give us hearts of fleſh : eni2- 
ble us to repent what we have done, and neyer- more to doe what we 
have once xepented, 'not foſtering any one fin in our ſouls, Reform and 


change our minds; wills, and affe&ions, ' which: we have corrupted ; . 


xemove all impediments which hinder us from-ſerving of thee, and di- 
reQ all our thoughts, ſpeeches, and aQions to thy glory, as thou haſt 
dire&ed our eternal ſalvation thereunto. Let not Satan any longer 
1b ws in _,_ us to defer our repentance ; finee we know, that 
late repentance is ſe]dome ſincere, and that fickneſſe js no fit time for 
ſo great a work ;' as many have found thar are now in Hell : Neither 
is it reaſonable, thou ſhouldeſt accept of our feeble and decrepit old 
age, when we have ſpent all the flower, and ſttengrth of our youth, in 
ſerving of Satan, not once minding to leave fin, until fin lefrus. * ' 


; Tea, O Lord, 'give us firmly to reſolvuc, fpecdily to begin, and continudlly 


vo perſeverc, in doing ani ffering tehinc holy will ; Inform and reform us. 
, that we may neither mi(-believe, nor mi(-live, rs our luſts to our , 


wills, ſubmit our wills to wn our reaſon ro faith , our faith, our' rea- 
fon, our wills, _ to thy bleſſed Word and Will. Di(pcl thc thick 
miſts and clouds of our fins, which corrupt our ſouls, and darken our un- 
ftandings ; [epgrat 6 them from us, which would feparate ns from thee :'Ten, 
ET. 7; +, -.. 2* | remove 
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| remove them out of thy frebt alſo, we moſt humbly beſcech thee, as far as vhe 


Eaft-i; front the Weſt ; and mn the merits of thy Son, pardon and forgive us 
1 thoſe cuils, which either in thought, word, or dced, w& have this day, 


. or any time heretofore committed againſt thee , whether they be the ſins op 


our youth, or of our age;'of omiſſion, or commiſſion ; whether committed of 
zgnorance,” of knowledge, or againſt conſcience, and the maity checks and 
motions of thy boly"Fpirit. - _—_ | by 

Give us,O Lord;to confider,that although fin in the beginning ſeem- 
never ſo ſweet unto us,yet inthe end it will prove the bane,& ruine both 
of body & ſonl:; & ſo Tſe us with.thy grace, that we may willingly part 
with our _ eyes of pleaſure, & our right hands of profit, rather than 
ſin againſt thee ,8& wrong our own conſciences: conſidering that it would 
be an hard bargain, for us'to wjn the whole world,& loſe our own ſouls, 

Finally, O Lord, give tinto us, and increaſe in us all ſpiritual graces: 
inlighten our minds with thte knowledge of thy truth, and inflame our 
hearts with the love of whatſoever is good ; that we may eſteem it our 


' meat and drink todo thy bleſſed 'will. Give us religious thoughts, god- 


ly deſires, zealous affettions, holy*endeavours, aflured: perſwafions of - 
Biich, ſtedfaſt wairing through hope; conſtancy in- ſuffering through pa 
tience, and hearty rejoycing from love :' tegenerate our minds, purite 
our natures, turn all qur joys into the joy, of the Holy Ghoſt ; and all 
our peace into the peace of conſcience i and all our fears into the fear 
of fin, that we may love righteouſneſle, with as great good will, as ever 
we loved wickedneſle ; and go before others in thankfulneſſe towards 
thee, as far as thou goeſt in mercy towards us before them, 

Theſe things we humbly beg at thy fatherly hands, and whatſoever 
elſe thou knoweſt in thy divine wiſdome to be needfull and neceſſary 


|. for our ſouls, or hgdies, or eſtates, or names, or friends, or the whole 


Church, berter than we our ſelves can either ask'or think; and that 
for thy Names ſake, for thy promiſe fake, for+hy mercies ſake, for th 
Sons ſake, who ſuffered for fin, and finned not z and whoſe righteouſ- 
neiſe pleadeth for our unrighteouſnefle : in him it is'thar we come un- ; 
to thee, in him we cal] upon thee, who'is our Redeemer, our Preſerver, 
and our Saviour ; to whom with Thee, and thy blefled Spirit, be aſcri- 
.bed as is moſt due, allhonour, gloxy, praiſe, power, might, majeſty, 
dominion, and hearty thanksgiving, the reſt of this night following, and 
or eyvermore, Amcn, , £ 
| ' * A Prayer for thc whole Church. » 
And in theſe our prayers we are not mindfull of our ſelves alone, but 


 foraſmuch as thou haſt commanded us to -pray one for another ; as be- 


ing members of one and the ſame myſtical body : we beſeech thee 
to bleſſe'thy whole Church Univerſal, whereſoever diſperſed, andhow.. 
ſocver diſtrefied, or deſpiſed, far and wide over the tace of the v ho'e 
earth, bleſſe it jn all places with peace aud truth, Bcdge it about with thy 
"0 TS CLF ag providence, 


A Splrk'to kindte'Piery, &c. | "= 


2% | | A Spark to kindle Piety, &e. Al | 


providence defend it from the mifchicuous defigns,and attempts 6 f thine, and 


ber malicious enemies:let thy -Foſpel go on,& couquer maugre all eppofitions 
tht R;lizion and uprizhtneſſe of heart may be highly. ſet by with all, and all 


propbaneſſe my be trad under foot, And vouchſafe unto thy Galpel ſuch | 


a free and eff<Rual paſſage, that it may ſound throughout all Nations, 
Yea, w2 humbly pray thee, let it convert and reclaim the Turks, Jcws, 
Infidels, Indians, Atheiſts: Prevent all plots, and projeRs agaiuſt che 
Kingdom of thy Chrilt : let thy Word and Spirit alone, bear rule'in all 
places, Extend thy tender mercy O Lord, to all Proteſtants, beyond 
the Seas ; to all Chriſtians under the Turks, or other Lotidels : ſtrength, 
enall ſuch as fyTer for thy cauſe, and let thy prefence with them coun- 
terpoyſe whatſoever is laid upon them; and inablethem to continue 
conſtant ia thy faith and truth to the end. More particularly, ve good 
unto that. part of thy Church planted here amonglt us, in this Paful 
Land, and jadue us with thy grace as thou haſt already with ather bleſ-. 
fings.;. that thzy- may not riſe yp; hereafter in, judgment againſt us, 


Shower dowa thy bleſſings O heavenly Father, in 2 plentiful meaſure / 


upon our Dread Soveraign, King Charles ; aud ſo  replenih him with 
the grace of thy holy Spirit, that he may always incline to thy will, and 
walk in thy way; Bleſs his Roy al Conſort, be propitious tothe Nobilj- 
ty, Gentry, and Communalty. . Bleſs the Tribe of Levi, all Miniſters 
of thy Word and Sacraments ; let their lips, O God, preſerve know- 
ledge, and their lives righteouinefle ; and for ever blefle their labours : 
and for aconſhant and continual ſupply of their mortality, bleſſe all 
Schools of Learning, and good Literature ; cſpecially the Unjverfities; 
Remember ia much mercy all that are afflited, whether in body,or in 
mind, or ia both, whether jn conſcience, groanjng under fin ; or for 


a good conſcience, becauſe they will not fin: and azthou makeſt them | 


examples tg.us, ſo teach us to take example by them, . and learn wil, 
dome by thy hand.upon them. Lord, comfort thc comfortleſs, ſtrengthes 
the weth, bind up the broken hearte1;' make the bed. of the. fuck, be a Father 
ro the fathorleſs, and an husband to the widow ; cloath. the naked, feed the 
hungry, 9ifit the priſoners, relicve the oppreſſed, (antifie unto them all their 
_ #ffliftions, and turn all things to the beſt to them that ſear thee, . Ph 
eA Thankgsgiving to be brought in to cithcr of them, 

next before the concluſion. $41 TIO 

Ai as we pray unto. thee, fo we deſire alſo to praiſe thee : ren- 
dring untaghy Majeſtie upon the bended knees of our hearts, all 
poſizble Jaud, 'and thanksgiving, for all thy mercies and favours, ſpiri- 
tual, temporal] and eternal: For that thou haſt freely cleQed us to 


ſalyation from all eternity ; when thou haſt paſſed by many milljons of * 


others, both Mn and Angels, whereas we deſerved to periih no lefle 
than they ; and thou mjzhteſt juſtly have choſen them, and left us : for 
that thou haſt created us men, and not Bealts ; in England, got " o/E- 

| " t#bjopia, 
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#1op14, or any other ſavage Nation : in this clear and bright time of 
the Goſpe), not inthe darknefle of Paganiſme, or Popery, For thine 
unexpreſſible love, in.redeeming us out of Hel! My, from thoſe un- 


. ſufferable and endlcfſe rorments, by the precious blood of thy dear Son: 


who ſpared not himſelf, that thou mighteſt ſpare us,” For calling us 
home to thee by the Miniſtry of thy Word, and the work of thy good 
Spirit. For the long continuance of thy Goſpel with'us, (the beſt of 
bleflings.) For ſparing'usſo long, and giving us fo large a time of re- 
pentance, For juſtifying, and in ſome meaſure fanBiffing us, and gi- 
ving us ground for aflured hope of being glorified in thy heavenly King- 
dome, For preſcrving us from ſo infinite many perils and dangers, 
which might eafily have befaln us every day, to the taking away 
of cither our eſtares, our limbs, or our lives. For ſo plentifully and gra- 
ciouſly blefling us all our life long, with many and manifold good things, 
borh for neceſiity, and delight. For peace of conſcience, and content of 
mind, For our health, wealth, limbs, ſenſes, food, raiment, liberty, 


' proſperity, For = great mercy in correCting us, and turning thy cor- 


refions to our For preſerving us in the night paſt from all dan- 
pers of body and ſoul , and for infinite more mercies, of which we could 
not well want ahy one : and which are all greatned, by heing beſtowed 
upon us, who were fo unworthy ; and have been ſo ungratetul for the 
ſame, O that we could anſwer thee in our thankfulnefle, and obedient 
walking, one for a thouſand {! 

: Neither are we unmindful of thoſe national bleſſings, which thou 
haſt voychſafed unto our Land in general : as namely, that delive- 
rance from the Spaniſh Invaſion in 88, and from that diveliſh defign of 


the Gun-powder Freaſon : for preſerving us from the nojſome, and de- 


, vouring Plague and Peſtilence, Lord grant, that our great unthank-. 


fulnefle for theſe thy mercies, may not cauſe thee to deliver us into the 
hands of our enemics : and although we have juſtly thereby deſerved 
the fame, yer we beſeech thee, give us not up unto their wills, neither 
ſuffer Popery ever to bear rule overus , nor thy bleſſed Word and Sa- 
cramentsto be taken away from us ; but continue them unto us, and 
to our poſterity after us, if it be thy good pleaſnre ; until the coming 


of thy Chrilt. 
The anſwer one, made toa Tale-bearer. 
I have (with an unwillinz willinzncſſe,) heard you hitherto ; My 
anſwer is. "7g 
He that hath no grace himſelf : is vexed to ſee it in another. 
The flanderer and backbiter hath the Devil in hit tonzue ; He that gives 


the hearing of either and is ſilent, hath the Devil in his ear. 


Take heed of wrath, envy and malice; for nothing makes witches 
glyc their ſouls tothe Devil; but a deſire ro be revenged on ſuch, as 
they hat: and would kill if ghcy durff, 

X 1o 


24 A Spark to kindle DPioty, "Ne: 


| theft, and little better than murther, in Gods account : for which 
. Deut, 27. 24. P(al. 191, 5, Tnſomuch, that the Babkbiter is bound 


* To take-away the good name. of an innocent perſon: .is he Y 
"Xe: 


4 


 Con(cicnce, Rgajon, and Reſig/on re goe to the party wronged, confeſs R | 


the wrong and crave his pardon ; then to. goe from houſe to houſe to 
vindicate and clecr the party, wherever he hath ſtayned and afperſed 
his good name. -But ſad it is to conſider ! | | Ow 
God heſtowes millions of merci2s upon us, Chriſt of God, became 
man and died, fo redcen us from Hell and: to purchuſe Heaven ſor us: Yet 
molt men are fo blockiſh and ingratefull ; that they will rather obey 
Satan, that bloody Devourinz Drazon, and vowed enemy of all many 
kind ; whoſe wazes is everialting flames of fire and brimſtone in Hcll, 
than to obey Chriſt, whoſe very ſervice is perfeQ freedome, and his wa 
ger an Eternal Kingdom of Glory. - 


 Thispiece (with ſeveral other Books by the ſame: Author) will be 
ſold (as I ſuppoſe) at Peter Parkers, ſtop in ring 2g lley : I ſpea 
dubioully, becauſe as many that defire them will not buy them, (nor 
will they ſtoop ſo low as to call for them,) becauſe they are told for- 
ſooth, the Author gives them gratis ; Sv not a few refuſe to ſel] then 
for the ſame reaſon, Which of 

tojudg. In the mean time the wx. 7 tug finds and confeſſes himſelf 
_ outwitted by F4tan ; that ſubile Sophiſter, and will therewith reſt con. 
tent, Bur he is ſorry to:ſee men, pick ſtraws to put out thcir own eics with 
al. And witheth heartily that men, that Chri{tians,that Chriſtians who 
3n the leaſt converſe with Books: would nat joy with that juglÞy Satan, 
(nor be ſofooled by him as they are) whoſe whole ſtudy is, their ever- 
laſting deſtrufion. : | 


Bur whether.$arans (ibtlcty, or mens ſimplicity is the greatet + may | 


be made a conftdcrable queſtion, Something tending tothe F anal, 
thereof, you have heard in the fore-going pages : Let me add a,word 
apo the account of the two laſt paſſages; The Tale-bearer, and the 
Book-bnyer, and vendor of Books, And inſt be pleaſed to take notice, 
taar the Devils Trate and occupation, is a}l the day and year .long, 
only to mike Nets, and Ginnes, and $narcs to catch men, He is 2 
molt cunnins Anzlcy, Sin is bj hook, ſeeming profit and pleaſure his 
Brrr, Fooles his Fiſh. Nor has Sin and Satan any Scrvants but the ſun- 
fe. And ſuch he hath at his beck, he nezds only hold up his finger, 
and they are ready to gxecute his witl : for it he bnt. bid, them Jy they 
will ly, ifhe command them to deccive they will deceiye, it he ap- 


points them to ſlander they will ſlander, and that as malicioully as he, 


if h2 pcrſwades them to reveng?, to. per ſecute, 2c... thzy will dog. it as 
ſpizh:tully, and fully as hz could doe them himſe!f, And to ot evcry 
fi.z. 1fhe bur ſay let there be an opi, Rrajzht there is au oath, £24t 
: tt-re 


the two are wiſeſt, Ile leave the wiſe 
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Only take notice, that Satan is always comp 
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| as many are ſodeluded by him, that # 
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mth there is tribe; 22d'2 thouſand rhe: like. 
alt out tis eAnzic amongh them, bur jrnmedi-. 
acely (like the ſouls in Lucian, about Charons boat) they wall Saften: 
upgn-the þeyte.. Yea.for the moſt part, Satan needs but ſuggeſt the 
thought of going 'ro a brothglf horſe, to the "le-hopſe, or fuck andſiich 
wicked company : and he needs-no more to compaſs his defign,”->Yea: 
the Ryde Rabbſe, the yer ra are ſo brutiſh and ignorant ;": that 
to chear them he needs only ſmear the face of vertue withthe black 
ſoot of vice; as by traducing each grace-thus ; calling 'conſciehcs 
of firi pterife niceneſs, zeal-madneſs, fincerity hypocricy,. the '$4ints 
Phanaticks. (for ſo they arein the Devils Engage, ' And on the 0+ 
ther fide,” painting vices ugly face, with the fair colours 'of yertwe : 
calling luſt love, Covereonſneſs good huſbandry, drunkenefle (good 
fellowſhip,” craft and ſubtlety wiſdome. 8c. As for every ſeveral Gen 
that vertue hath, vice hath 4 counterfeir ftone, wherewith to gullthe 
uſt tut give a touch of theſe things, For to'nominate 


. 


zans Nlizbts, T may as well reckon up the ſeveral moats inthe ſun; 
| fa fs | | ; aſfing the Earth too pr 
echinz whom be may Acvour Fob 1, and 2. Chapters ver. 2.7. and r 
et, 5.8. And that he hath many waysto aflault us, many ſtrings 19 
& bow, that if ſome break the reſt may hold; many trayns os m_ 
ſome likely torake Fre. Being like ſome cunning Engineer, that'can 
invent new inſtruments according to =o aro occaſion, Yea ſo many 
ſnares arid gin arg 1294, by this profeſſed enemy. of mankind*1o-intnep 
ottr ſouls :that we may. with reverence and love wonder, at the mercy 
of God in our delivery. Os” = "16 42 
'  Now.as fan is the prince of kelp. .ſo:all bis Art lies in blinding 
mens. minds. (as to, force us to finhe cajjeor) for if rhe light '6f 
knowledg might freely ſhine in the ſoul, Sarans ſuggeſtions would'ſooh 
vaniſh. (and make him aſhamed,) with all his works of darknelſe. 
Wherefore to utter his damned commodities, 'he deales' as 'foriie 
Tradeomen about their bad warcs : putting” oi thie, #rue lights; and 


ſetting up fee lights in their ſtead. OG, on; 
- Ang what may not an enetny doe to him, that wants his fight 2'1F 
Sampſons cies be once pul'd out : a lirtle boy'may lead' him into any 
danger, -Yea if the 4 ſſyrianshe once blinded, how eaſily may-onc lead 
& thouſand ofthem, into the midſt of any $4mpria, even into the lap 
of their enemies, 2 Kings 6.18,19, < 
- But: bleſſed be god all are not ſpholgrs 'of Sarans Futering: for wheres, 
der-like they will make a ten- 
tation of every thing, and let eyery thing prove a-ſnare to them. Sg 
ages are a at 5 90k a few, mar wi Br por op _ 
ſome gain of eyery thing, 'For as the Apathecary will make of yery 
£9 [0n, an Antjdote again poyſon. Ek as the igluſtrious my" 
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will turn the very mud of their Country, into 4 moſt uſcful.fyell. $o 


a-fnewit; anll a:Chriftien will, will make ſome gain of every thing, 


be ir Satans temptatzons- or fin itſelf, ..-. : 
| . | SH | : SECT.. 
andſerve the Lord, and ſeek. his glory, and the-good of others ; and 
that:make the word of God, the rule. of their thoughts, wards an 


k if Fa © - ( ; > + = PF _— 
But this is a prerogative royal}, peculiar to ſuch as loye, andfe Y 


ations. And to ſuch all thjngs ſhall make, for their good, as God 


bath /promiſed Ag. 8. 28. whereas all thjngs ſhall make for 'the, 


hurt.of thoſe: that haze God : as all unregenerate men doe. Rom, 1 
30.and-Rom. 71.9. Fob. 15.18, whereaf take ſome mmſtances 
_ £ -Eirſta godly manwill not be the worſe, or the prouder, for prof. 
ity or outward bleſſings but the better, and more thaukful. He 
will; be ſure to honour. God and doc good, with what js given him, 
wheteas others, doe'the quite contrary. As how many ule the Occan 
of Gods bounty, as we doe:the Thames, it brings us ja aſl manner of 
proviſieg.3.c1oaths to cover us: fucll to warn us ; food, tonpurih us: | 
' wind, toocheax. os : golq3ro. enrich us; and we in recompence ſail it 
withour-r#5biſh, filth, common ſhoars, and. ſuch like excretions : even 
es the.cloud that 5lifeed up and adyanced by the $un; oblcytes the Fun, 
Heap riches ayd ho:9urs upon an-cv{! man: you do but mivjſter wing 
to himthar hath, a Fever, ſaith Ariſtotle:  Honcy to one oppreſſed 
with chvler's andmect; to one rroubled with morbys Cepbalizcns, which 
Increaſeth.the diſeaſe, ſaith Plurarch; Nabal .cannot aboung, but he 
muſt ſurfers; Tertughus carmor be eloquent, but he muſt turn the edge 
of his wit againſt "the Goo. Many cannot. have beauty, byt they 
muſt love thejr aces gethan thcinſouls, - We uſe Gods bleſſings, 
as Fehu did Fchoramgemelſcagers : Dayid, Goliahs ſword : We turn 
them agajnlt zhcir owner and giver, and fight againſt 'x7etven with 
that -þ:alth, wealth, wit; thoſe friends, means, mercies that we're- 
ceived thence 2 abuſing peace, to ſecurity: plenty, to clſc + promj- 
Jes, to preſumpgion': gifts, to' pride : for commonly, fo much the' more 
proud, idle, (ccure, wanton, (cornſul, impenitent ; by baw mulch the hore 
"we ate enriched, advanced, and me rs The proſperity of fools deſtroyeth 
them. Prov. 1. 33. yea even their Ire ra the 
69. 22,:It is nor ſo-witivthe wiſe (hriſFian: who + taught of God Toh, 
6.45;and hath nor,$4zan but the Holy Ghoſt for his Fay, if Jal, 1.12, 
'- 2, For I mutt be brief, whereas | mjght abqund i theſe eaſes, If 
 hefall into adverſuy,,or.apy kind'of diſtreſs, as he grows poor In rem- 
.poxals, he will grow. rich in ſpiritualls : He will not 'by fin relieve his 
wants, 'poverty.thall not conſtrajn himtoſteai; He will nar cell a le 
God afliſting him, ahoygh he mighr ſave Vis life by it ; ' 'whereas if 


the devils ſervauts fall into the like condition that they "may main. | 
tainthemſelves ; they will lie, deceive, ſteal, proſtitume ery 
RE OT OOO Of OOTY EO ASCE STII Ih £1 (TT 


- 


OY COVEY WITT "7 Pg bs 3 as ts . -- 16 Dhaka hind REY date ond... ai as 
”» .* # f % # a4 IP : % l ” 1Y 
. 4% » nila Dito tro | ', bk £ 
5 bo FF, ſ Y 
a 


ab'c becomes" s ſnev 'ra them'P(al, | 
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tended,” 4 fligions arc therwatcrs whett gqur. Gideon w 


| it to/h33 dying: day : tis veryſcoffs ſhall:bring him both :ra.th 


"I" , 
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ore pitiful}, and-compaſſtontte ts others. Evils beve bi 


| ro bemoan, «ll that afflition makes to __ * Ir cannot beifo (; \of a 


by «flifics: for inthe ſamefiro 


| vicked man, that he will be bertere 


| that gold is meets p:ire ; drofs:is burat.and conſumed\:;: and 


Enderthe m_ flail that the grain-is purged 8preferved ; the'husksare' 
broken and diminiſhed; Yea, taſtead of being better, they grow!morje, 


| like one that falls into a relays from an Age toa burning ſeavcr,: 


Het : ; 'VECT, # of, +d44 yp © +46 +88 14 QMIESTE $f 
2.” Ler him becaſtinro priſon and:bonds, this fill doetbim;good 
alſo : the priſon ſhall be a means of his ſpiritual enlargement, oahg<he 
ſhall more freely enjuy the : preſence of his God. Again, The beſt | 
wwiſdome is deareſt bought : Alzcrius the Martyr.could tay, out:of ex- 
perience, he found more {/zbs in the Dunzeon, than withoot-im-all 
the world. . +  LOHTE GE G1 8 07 25h NEL Þ ERIE 
"The Scottiſh King; priſoner in Mortimer's hole,” learnt more. of 
Chriſt,” than fn his Palace he could, all his lifes. Asit faredwith 0Mg- 
#fſss, Whoſe Chain was mare profitable xo kirwthan his-Cronn: The 
Crofs opens mens eiesz"as the taſting of honcy did Fonathan's.::-Yea, 
what will not” 4ff{{zÞHon'reach us when..even.the [qvageſt Braftr are 
mado quict and _dociSleiwith abating thiiz fobd; and! reft,combyade 
ng Wo ripes MULUVNCO 285 91 07h 10 3,0 TINT {. 
An Hypocrite like a freſh-witcr (ollicr, may þc-Sea-fick in a calm 
but;th& ſatcere Chriftians.ftomach endures: all weatbery, greari<hangcs 
nevet charze bim ; Neither the Kings: favours, or bonours,;mpr 'th 
ers og could make _ _ one dram __ m—_— oy 
eprepolterous aft on of .the I. vcaonians,: when they would: deifie 
Pall and Sf nox't heir deviliſh r; whey Pino tt 
e chem ;"'coull procure either to yield one hairs breadth/:.. aud fo 
of ll the Martyrs (that doble Army): whom utither the threatnings of 
fire, nor the fair and large promiſes of their cunning & crucl.aduerſarics, 
could cauſe thee to ſhrink from Chriſt. Perſecution is theſward where- 
by ouy Solovron will uy whichis whe. true thaw) mother, which gþe pro- 
ill v9: wheyber 
we af fr Souldiers 0 fiehtthe barct of faiths on ge he 
4, Le&his enemies tcofFat him for a fauk, he will be the. me fot 


ih quell his ambition andyain;glorys Yea Nathing ſaunes brings us 
-thekmowlolge & amendment of our faulesghanthe froffr of an cxemy: 


ape, and likewiſe to the amendment of hjs fauhs, tis heiug ti ied, 

l 

which made Philip of Muiedon acknowledge; himſcit mach hn 
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Oki eiem/er (rhe'debehians) fort ſpeakiogevilof him';;tor ($21 


they Wave made mean utft man; vyproyg them [zarg,. 
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perportalicfafety, aidivableto comfort, himſelf in his God; 230 
"gy that' onc. bir ceangr full ſroms:bis. he ad, without the ſþes 
- @pointment- of bi beaucnly Þ ather ;-who willſulfer nothing toe 


TIP" 


cr ante the Crowns. of the . Saints, . Hywever,; he can cotntort 
If with this : that whatToeyer he parts withall for Chriſt,or.kees 
piagefuzerd conſcience, .is-but .asſeed. caſt jnto the groung, that 
will return to him an hundred fold. aorg in this world, and in the world 
$0 comtUfoeucriaſting.” Mark. 10..29, 39. -witeteof we want not Ex- 
Staples, 'As how admirably did the Lord. wra the matice of Fo(ephs 
Hrerchten-whenthey Sold him into «&gyptis Andzhar deviliſh, plot of 
Hamaragaintit Mordccat and his ndpla; torhe.good of his. Church in 
general; and of. Foſeph. and Mardesat in PaoEAgs Gen. 45,.8.11 
Heſter 9. 1, 2, 3. Thcir plots to overthrow Foſeph and Mordecati, weye 
tarnedbya'divine Providence-tothe only: means of aduantaging them. 
And ſo' 6n-the- contrary, the. very means: which wicked men uſe, to 
eſt ab1iſhtheir own power, proves (by Gods provideice)-the only meang 
ING _ it fared with _ Babel, builders. (Gent 11. 4, 8, 
And yirh Fofephs Brethren in ſelling him into &Sgypt, Gen. 37,29,36, 
And I Eh and his decy pra ung Fea 
T(raecl. Exod. 1. 9,10,t1,12, And with the Chicf Pricſts and Phariſces. 
Fob, 18 49, 49.55 #5 1SEOCTs: O wo» dt ob any ts rd 

+ 6; Neither fickneſle; nor-old. age can hurt. him & his frngers, pain 
make hini not forget the! health! of his whole body; . one:days or 


To ſenſible of a preſent diſtreſs, nor ſo ingratefull. for favours, pait;.- as 
not to:remembcr many years:enjoyments, morg than oye weeks, miles 
ry. Yea hie conſiders; «that it isin-great love that: Gpd thus vifath, biga, 
Thache-deals mercifully with him, leſt be ſhout fall from him and 
deſpair; that he beateth him, leſt he ſhould: grow: proud and forges 
him] & {6 perith, This as Aloe; kils worms jathie {tomagh or. as froſt, 
&©o1d deſtroys Verminezſo doth bitter afflicfions, cy awling luftr inthe 
heart, My wants (ſaith-ons) kill my wantonneſe: my poutrey ehecks.my 

ide: my being ſighted quels, my ambition and uenglory, Agd-2s tay 

kneſs; it cuts the throat 6f oftces:Many, ſaith:S. Augyſftine,have been 
wickedly well,chat have been innocently and.piouſfly ſick. Gafper Ojeuids 
nic 2th Divine, ſays; F ntever learned how great GoT-was, nor 


what'the evil of finwas;to purpoſe ;till this: ſickneſs taught mg, [Ex 
verience js the beſt Informer, which'makes Afartin Luther (ay; Whenall |. 
& done. tribulation is* the*plaineſt and moſt:fincere. Divinity,  i/! 

' ». Sappoſe he is in diſtteſy of conſcience, and atthe very brink of 46+ 


| 


A. £8 


ſpair, expeRivg nothing bue: Hell and Damnation ;| Suppoſe (God 
Kites his face, and ſeeks to have utterly forſaken him, and@rejeR 
eo wp ONT ; w" — ae oh bis 
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_ it fared with Fab, that 
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Brooks he takes & at lng.s fo for he vil F be prone ilk + 
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' his prayers, yea ſuppoſe'rhe reryors of God fight againſt bin; end the 
drove. yo Alnij Gy ſtick ſo faſt in him, that Ce Ma, ha:b 
bs ſpirit - To feet mw his pwn: -apprehenſi on, God#} 
morn enemy, 3 it fared with Fob - Co or bo Toke for bis good! .mad 
doe him good ood; Yea this extream ſeverity 
for nothin avs uſual with him, thants —_ rm ous a3 
of Aarkrnel?, and 6 bring to Hcaven, by uhe gates 0 of Hell. 
Fig pre Irt; this to be God's uſual metho der to Rk 
its li bis deareſt darlings. ' ASwhen lic'meant- to bleſs ficcab, he 
Wreſttes with liim'asan Adverfary, even till he was lamed, Atid when 
he meant to refer Foſeph to rhe Throne,” he threw-him downittothe 
ditngeon, and to the goiter thayn about hjeneck, he laded him witlf Iron 
ones about bi legs,” Nor would Chriſt cure Layerus, til aftey he was 
dead huried iy fark again, no queſtion toreach-usthe ſame leflon; 
"He alſo confiders; that we muſt firſt be caſt down by the Law; bez 
fore we can be raiſed*up by the Goſpel, and become: foots before we 
cafi, be truly wiſe. 'And inthie mean time, thar Go 5 graceifhull be 
ſufficient for him at the leaſt. 2 (or. 12, 9. Phil, 1. 29.-For hemill 
wich Fob truſt in God, though be kill bim. Fob. 13..15. and with Payid 
in the det liftreſs, or deſertion-z he will bang on ſtill,” Pal 48. 5. 
The.Buſh you know, which was a Type of the Chureb, conſumed. nor 
ua the while it burned with fire, becauſe God was inthe midit of it.” 
735 Aw lieth deep, and ts nor ſeen : - yer is' the ſtay 'of alk "The 
bly blown, may floatnpon the flood, ' but cannot ſink orMickz in 
filthy mud, Fin $ren and the world -miay diſturb-him,burghgyican 
never deſtroy him, his head Chriſt being above,he cannot bedrown@d- 
there can be no cos -unleſshe could be pluck frofilhis-Arms, 
chat ja almighty, for bz; Uife i: bid with: oe #n God: (003.37 And 
X15. pulp ſeen, that his'jo 1 y both ſucceeds, -ahd exceeds 
ÞsCadneſs rids fn gladineſs, and 
lingi Wer that the'niore grievous his exigent, the 'm\drv(glbplons 
his adyancement. Buf the laſt (which is the - .aror '0fali,* {goon 
bare holy. by it tharr gyer, for like the Hs #5 
more and better frujt for paving, and provi Herd, The 
tempeſtuous ſhowrs, bring* forth i ira): 6 97, and rAbews 
le If EQT.* 11 init or 
*c $424 deength be p77 n the ataks Nationia 
ot rick im nor his Folly 5 Fogled out for mf : Or 
Tt PFs they. ſha ified: ; he ſhall: rather 
bim. "AS A iN Corn, be cut down. with ver nun 
ied. idito terF #10 as L473 415k W; 
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 kavifuliciantly. abryedthervicipus aud ſuperfluous blood, |." 


ry Þ.* | 353+ L - Feed : "4 &2, F1 | 
29... ,;-, ASperkto kindle Picty, &.. 
ſhadow-of: the wand. | 


- 9: The firiceſt and ſevecreſt laws if the be not contraty ro Ged's | 


law, Have not power to ſtaite him; For he dots thoſe things unbj 
which others can ſcarce doe; being compelled.” Yea T9 Ds 
: biav againſt his enemics, who fear the Ggvl more than they fear Hell ; 
and ſtand more upon their ſilver or fides ſmarting, than upon thei 
Jouls, - Good Magiftrazcs all9 are the breath ofhis noltrils, and pores 
kiny; -while they take yengeance.0n them thax doe jil.: Yea they art 
#he Minjſtcri.of.God for his wealthy and bound to fee him ri-hted;when 
he receives wrong.in his perſon, goods, or good name....... 
10, His very ft15 and infixmities, by Gol's grace FF work his good. 
and he is. by. much.the better for them 7 for. he will ſrom hence grow 
more holy. Yea he gains.ſtrength by every fall z fqr hence ifſues dee- 
per Cliation, ſtronger hatred of ſin, freih lng\gnarien 3gainſ him- 
telf; mjpre experience of hjs- hearts deceitfulneſle, renewed reſoſut 
<rS util fta be' brought under, ,It makes him more. :axnelt with Gat 
ic prayer,to keep a more carcfyl watch over himſelf, to pirty, others, 
more; 2nd cenſurg them leſs when th:y oftend, or. ArE ONFTTarey ; to 
reſt wholly upgn the Aſſiſtance of Goes boly Spirit, and ro alcribe. all 
glory. tochim,; of whom whatſoever he hath he holds! Go 
. '11&./: The . malice of' Satan, ſhall make much for his good : for if 
$ «ren he ſent to buffet- him, as. he. did Pail : or.to winnow hjm ashe 
would have done Peter 3 4545 that. he may not be, exalted, his malice 
:albprive:the-occaſion;gf mychgogd unto him: ax. cid to rhe/in- 
ceftuous Carynibien. Ot it God lerbin looſe upon him, as Ke did upon 
5b +\iridhall bur advance! rhe glory of God, manifeſt this believers 
pati-nee, vccaſion hi; own ſham? &c. ſo S447 thall be oyerſhot in His 
. own bow.;} and wounded with hi; own weapon. ; And fo it is, hat all 
to whomGall hath any:intergſt ig : this ſcorpipy ſhall prove 4 medicini 
egain{t ghe ſting of the (corpian, For though he gumyac deſpair, and de- 
vaian::, tet God aims; at hamiljation, and copy=rſion, Yea at tony 
ſolation 120d-ſalvationg.and when the ſinner is ſyſficjently kumibled, 
842en ſhallbo-caſhzered.; thar Horſleech, hall, be taken of, Wh ets 


* 


Ws | 670 : 7 bg grogtvig. 
12, Death it ſelf the laſt and ftrongelt of all, 211f doe him the FeAL- 
elb:goodiofall; for even dewth chat fiend ,; thall, be to him atriend. 
Ike the Rot Sez to the.Iſpzotires,, that pur, them.) over to the land o 
Premife;; 1whiles it drewad-rheir enemics,. } I5hjs pridg From war iQ 
glory>Cor-dping he ſi:cps, andſl3e ping he - 39 All the craveſs of x 
tilefocn: life, -r0 liven Joy And - bi AUT Sfertalting Jaye: 
7 vs. & | an1g'.0 4 3 0 
endioÞ allfartowss', andabs þ2giuning. NE $)0S 


celieDdn:of all troubles:aGSupriedins for all ſe: ſes, EXtNLTS 
joffofifin; the diliverance; fram roemilcts s roles From Sara," the 
» $ef{6fzhe body, and infrafchiſcmeat of the ſoul. © es gut 
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8: Yee calls death x' ſlttpaernal, rhe 
| Where the conſcreneets thear; Yearh is looked for wichout ſtar. yes, defiredwith-, 
T & 4 8ccepret with Levetions my ).The Women great with ehiid, is evetmuling:? 
'updn the rime of her deliv&#p-and hath not he the like cauſe, wben'dearlfis his, . 
bridge from woto glory? Though n be the wicked mans rpurect,'cis the goed mane 
purridg into harbour; And hereupon finding bimielfhozed. perſecrnred. afjleted,&& 
tormented by enemies of ablſorts, he can as willingly leave the Yoridas otners can 
forgo the Court; yea, avwillingly die a3;dine, yea no momen nth child.a1d ever more 
exactly count her rime. No Few did ever more earnelily with for che Fubile, No. 
ſer vant'lo defires the end ofhis years, No ffranger: ſo long to be at beme 3.25 he 
expetsthe promiſe of Chrifts c:ming. it is the Rrength of his hope the ſweet ob- 
je& of his faith, in the midtt of all ſorrows ;-the'comfore of his heart, the heart of 
all his comfore, the encouragement of his wearied þ:7115 the common.l{avſals,the_ 
continual perz:d, and ſhucting up of his Prayer;: Come Lord leſus come quickly, 
Whereas the worlds Favorites go as unnillingly from hence ;as boys from the miiiſt of 6 
ame. SLY SECT, 8 7 
 *Thus I might go on to many other particulars, but I wonld nor cloy my 
xeader. And this alone ſiificientiy ſhews, that as the ſame Rad of Moſer that 
brought plagues ro the «£gyprians,brought deliverance ro 1/racl,and the fame. 
c{664in the Wilderneſſe that was light rowards. th - People of Ged dark toward thay e- 
nemiez, ſavedrthe one, deftroyed the other: and the ſame Arkof che covenant was 
a plague to the Phil:ftins, a great bleſling ro OZededom David 1nd all the people 
1[;ael So the ſame in every thing,makes for the good of G:ds ſervants, rhac 
obey his precepts & have the Sprritto teach! them, which the wicked rurn in-. 
, to fin, and make a ſnare and temptation of. and all chrough their giving cre- 
dit to Satan, and baving him for their Turor: for Ged and yJatenreach cont re- 
ty leſſons. Satan telly bis, chat if they we eat the forbidden fruit, they ſhall have 
thin and that. But Gi@ tells us, if we will not eat the forbidden fruit, we (hall have 
whatſoever is good for us, whether for ſonl'or bady, in this life or in the iiſe 
to come. yet Fools thor are Jed on.y by fenſe. will belerve & ſerve Soon rither: 
then God; and doand ſhall ſpeed thereafter! For even 1mm.rtdlity it (elf, which 
is the greateſt bleſſedneſs co the ſaints, ſhall be the grear-ſt miſery rothe dam - 
ned. Yea Griff himſelf, that on!y /4mmumbonum ? who is a ſavionr to all hie 
ſervants, and ſhall ſayunto them ar the laſt day, (ome ye ilefed of 1: Father, and 
inheyis the kingdom of heaven, ſhall be to them a juſt revenger; and hid them 4e- 
pot ye cn ſed into everlaſting fire prepared for the del and his Angels. Mat. 25. whicb 


being ſo. who can eftough pity their ſimplicity ? 
| , They ſee and know, or may'and ovght ro know: that as the ryee which M. [74 
caſt injo the 2ater, Exod. 1g* 25. made the waters ſwee', and as the wni- orns hoyn d p- 
ped in the Fountain, makes the waters which before were corrupt & noilone, 
gleag and whoJſome tpon.a ſuddain; {q whatſoever eſtate grace and godlireſs 
comes to. it ſaith like the Apoſtles, peace be 19 this b uſe, perce and happineſle be 
to.this beare, tothis man &c. And that Reyeneranon: is thebeſt Thyfich fir all 
Ihininuat 4 empers. Anfl yet theſe fools deſpile ie, mock at ir. 
The Ap:flle tells us, that Godlineſs & profitable for all things 1 T'm 6.6, And 1 have 
proved te (0. & that it makes every thingelſeprefitable tothem thar a egodly, 
eralis italſogreatgein, 1 Tim.s.6, And well he may for it gains Ged himſelf, 
ond Chriff, & with him his blefling upon all things elſe, ſo:qhat ir is' the maſt 
F*oficable, and gainful] thing in the wor}d, t, - EE AAA EAST ba 
. Men ealk.much of the Philoſophers fone. that it rurnerth copper inte gold: of (or + 
nucopia, that if had all things profitale for food in i!: of the $41 patace thi it © 
i in ſigadot all purges; & curerh ail difenſce, of the herb Nappniker, that it geo? 
ls FOE TO LD -, MES TH 3h, Eucet 
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4+ blows. fr ory re po ee re wc wore by pn &+ 4 
_ nay bimade ofthe Toimrce if we will believe him.Bur whether theſe rhings,, 
beſootnv3; iomuch marcers:nocschis 13am lure of that what they.did yainly.; 
acttibare.co theſe ratetyes, far bodily and rranſfitory good. we way. with full , 
meaſure; & without any hyperbole. juſtly aſcribe te geaoe, and. Gods favour 
for (ptritual} Which being (6, wbarfooks are wilfol fiunarn?; whar.vaſlals. are + 
they, thet will be ac the Command of £120n, and doe hisdrudgery# what mad . 
__mlenore they thar wiil chuſe Hell and death,and refuſe Heaven aud eternal :fi-laxgly. K 
none (© fit as thefe, to be begd forfools and mad men; Fee Lkoow poking. 
td the'cofitrary, Bur they thouldthave Fool and 'Mad many, wrirten on atheir | 
— Foteheads: And Lord have mercy wpen wa, (ct over cheir heads, * tf (in 
F. I + þ 1 $11 tn: ch 5 
\Farewel my little Benjamin,go outi as che world 2ad. proſper: And the eſe; 
Ang ef him that dwelt in the buſh, Dev. 33,16, even the God of Abraham, Iſazc,.C-. 
Jacob, Ex; 3.6'goalong with thee: — Oldi4aiemwill prove toftropy. 
for Youn g Melanfhon. —* R.Y 
O' mock at good orhurtleſs aetiong oh is 'the-beſt and eaſieſt proof. 


_ Of an ignorant malitions, = and wicked perſon."Obſerve. cthar,, | 


FE. the moſt do bur trifle i in their feading and hearivg. 

+ 2 Many bear the names of wifemen aud good Chriſtians ; vhs des | 
ſcrve not 'to'be-{tiled men buy brafts, Jer, FO, 14. for when.you; heght | 
to valueyour ſouls, and to lay out ra om thoughts and endeavors about 
Eternity, and'how. to be ſave >Jou ' be 6g, we menbut -not before., 
Yea, warlll th6n,a beaſt is a mary to fuck: 4 —— i15.Tobn. 8. 48, 

3. "Nora few deem themſelves. men the be Ceearures; Cbriftl- 
ns the beft of men, Proteſtants. the beſt of C Kd $; who know not 
that they - have ſouls, &ſo as little wn for them as they know thein.. 
Elſe. the 4 would not inſtead of accepting a' choiſe book, ſcoff at the. 
Donor;far none but Swine will deſpife 4 pearl. Bur the reaſon is plaing 
they may be good and will, not, therefore ſayes God; admit they would 
be wiſe yet they thall nor, vip. ſoul-wiſe : for which tead?. Theſſs:2;x0': 
1,12. arare ſcripture, "for all Fo conn LY heaxt, that care to be ek - 
rher' 2604- or' wiſe,” 

; Upon! Newinston Canſeway thi Wok is ficely, .giren to. ll, 
but bewite' of "ending for ' it"6ut of 'wantotneſs 3: Sacrll 

- ſs. parching and a blaſting bn, that dries up & kills the hearr'of bot 
ſarts, &e blefings. Whar this Book, this Tree js, and What fruit it bears, 
| you may partly judge by their-much throwing, at it. For Sardis ſei; 
vants' ave like 'a dog inthe Manghr : they, will neither. goe 20 QFfufr 
then mſe]yes, \norfi ph others, "if'th they can hinder,2nd withall, be-pr 
BY fo' doi ing, Whereas if rliey' bur knew ——— hearts proug | 
who ſets them on work, were it. not for pride” [hubs ſpnorante, they 
would d>2(hamed.to have-their faces ſeen abraas , As take away't 
theſe Fn "theſe deſpicable: ones, þyt þux. their. vaine 9 Yew, No, 
ering cations, imaginations: 3nd.the, ji bt you i 
Jeave hs © Piries, but poor ſhrunken things, Wy of me ance TY 
dispoſition, and unpleaſing to themſelyes, © 
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